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by
Revilo P. Oliver
SPIRIT IS WHERE YOU FIND IT
I am sometimes reproached with ignoring spiritual values. I
certainly do not intend to do so, although I may not always
mention tiiem where they ace to be taken for granted. By
'spirit,' however, I understand, not the ghosts and spooks so
dear to the religious imagination, but the psyche, as defined by
Aristotle, that is, the force that gives Hfe to a biological organism and makes it function. And we recognize spirit at the point
where an organism's automatic response to material stimulus is
superseded by what we may properly call a higher power,
I would begin a notice of spiritual values with a commonly
observed phenomenon. An ornithologist can give you a list of
the species of birds in which a nesting female will, at the
approach of a predator, leave her nest and flutter along the
ground, risking and sometimes losing her hfe in an effort to
draw the predator away from her chicks. She must therefore
overcome her instinct of self-preservation for the sake of
preserving her offspring. You will atgue that since she is incapable of conscious thought, she is merely obeying a second
instinct developed in the females of her species to ensure its
continuance. Very weU.
Let us now consider a band of baboons. You may deny them
the power of conscious thought, but you must recognize in"
them the capacity to observe the behavior of farmers in South
Africa and devise means of outwitting them that are commonly
successful, despite the great odds on the side of the human
being. You must also give them credit for an emotion that
seems similar to one that our species feels and regards as poetic.
At sunset a band of baboons cease the monkeyshines and
chatter of animal merriment they exhibit in the daytime, and
become silent and, we may imagine, melancholy in the gathering dusk, but resume their activity when darkness has fallen and
untU they are ready to retire for the night. They may even have
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religious tendencies. Eugene Marais i n My Friends, the Baboons
(London, Methuen, 1947) reports an incident in which a tribe
of baboons, which had learned to accept the humans who were
observing them as superior but not hostUe beings, evidently
hoped that the men with their magic powers could resurrect the
dead.
A tribe of baboons is led and governed by an ohgarchy of
the elder and stronger males, who direct its movements and
whose accumulated wisdom enables the band to survive. When
the band is suddenly menaced by a leopard, one of the oligarchs
gives his life for his people by attacking the leopard, against
whose teeth and claws a baboon has no chance whatsoever, tlius
giving the rest of the band time to escape. The heroes and
saviors celebrated i n many mythologies could do no more, and
I submit i f we are going to talk rationally about spiritual values,
we had better begin by recognizing them in baboons.
There can be no sacrifice greater than that of giving one's life
for others, and i n our species we can identify no spiritual value
higher than that which, so long as our species is viable, makes
our young men willing to give their lives for the defense of
their nation or for the extension of its territory and power. A l l
spiritual values are instinctive, a product of what Jung rightly
identifies as the racial soul, but they do become more remarkable when the instinct to act for the tribal or national entity has
to overcome not only the individual's instinct of self-preservation but also his ability to reason and to calculate how he may
safely shirk his duty and leave to others sacrifice for the whole
of which he is a part.
There are, of course, many other spiritual values. The
enduring bond between male and female, found in many species
of mammals, including wolves and baboons, is not merely a
matter of sexual intercourse, as our psittacine intellectuals have
been taught to teU us, and it is worthy of note that i n our own
race it takes a special form, producing a chivalric attitude
toward our women such as is tmknown to other races. Our race
has its own instinctive sense of beauty and pleasure i n it, which
Jews seem to find particularly odious, since they incessantly
strive to pervert and destroy it, and which all other races
find more or less unnatural by their own instinctive standards.
Another spiritual characteristic of our race, part of what
Spengler termed the Faustian mentality, is the need for fantasy
that transcends reality. "Remembering speechlessly we seek the
great forgotten language, the lost lane-end into heaven, a stone,
2
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a leaf, an unfoxmd door." That need, inexplicable perhaps but
part of us, and so often debased into vulgar superstitions, is
innate in our racial psyche, perhaps needed to make endurable
our twenty thousand days under the sun, and certainly one of
our most precious spiritual values, to be repudiated only at risk
to our sanity.
I shall not expatiate on this subject. My point here is simply
that our spiritual values are instinctive and racial, and whether
or not they have counterparts i n other species of mammals,
including other human races, they assume for us forms that are
peculiar to our racial psyche, and they wither and die when we
separate oxirselves from the race from which we sprang. That is
a fact well known to aU intelligent beings who, for purposes of
their own, intend to exterminate us.

***
There is a connection, both obvious and obscure, between
rehgion, which is belief i n imaginary gods, and the power of
imagination that enables us to endue the world with beauty,
transcend its bleak reality aesthetically, and, i n Wordsworth's
illustration
Have sight of Proteus rising from the sea.
Or hear old Triton blow his wreathed horn.
The illustration is apt because it reminds us that the Classical
mythology which has entered so deeply into our culture represents poetic imagination, not religious faith, although there was
a certain overlapping of uncertain extent.
Lucretius obviously did not believe i n the existence of the
Venus whom he invokes i n the magnificent exordium (Aeneadum genetrix, hominum divomque voluptas, e.q.s.) that so
powerfully stirs our blood and souls. Neither Vergil nor his
readers ever believed that Venus had actually appeared to
Aeneas near Carthage, although some of them may have believed i n the existence of such a goddess or, at least, i n the
reahty of supernatural beings.
Belief i n the supernatural, i n turn, need not, and often does
not, include belief i n personal immortality, which provides the
consolation that is the only remaining function of a religion of
the supernatural. I qualify the word 'reUgion' because it may
also be used to designate what we may call a natural religion,
one which is not inconsistent with ascertained reality, being a
perception of the biologically necessary sohdarity of our
June 1985
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race and a faith in our race's power to impose itself on the real
world and subdue its enemies—a faith without which we are
doomed.
A crucial question, to which I do not know the answer, is
whether a natural religion can replace, for the majority of our
people, an emotional and irrational belief i n the supernatural.
Does that majority need to console themselves for the ineluctable straitness of human life by imagining they will exist after
death and that loved ones who have died have "gone home"?
Traditional Christianity, as modified and adapted to the
Western spirit, did, despite all its defects and concealed dangers,
provide the consoling prospect of a Hfe after death, but it was
easily converted into a powerful weapon for the destruction of
our civihzation and culture, and is now a deadly bane, a lethal
poison for our people. I hope that an illusion of immortality is
not requisite, for I see no way of creating or reviving a religion
of the supernatural that would supply it, with the possible and
dubious exception of some belief in metempsychosis.
Theoretically, there is no reason why a natural religion of
race would not be for us (as it is for intelUgent Jews) a more
than adequate replacement for an outworn and obsolete superstition, but as a practical matter we must recognize that it is
extremely difficult for persons who have become addicted to
hallucinatory drugs to emancipate themselves from them.
Persons who have become addicted to an expectation of immortality are hke alcoholics, who can seldom deprive themselves of
their wonted escape from reality even after they are convinced
that it is deleterious to themselves, and not infrequently can
wean themselves from alcohol only by becoming addicted to
some other drug. It is a matter of common observation that
persons who have broken their blind faith i n traditional
Christianity often become enthusiastic votaries of s[me succedaneous superstition, from Theosophy to Marxism. The latter is,
of course, the cult commonly selected by clergymen, though
often for business reasons rather than from an appetite for a faith.
What is clear is that the rehgion the Jews invented for the
goyim they despise and hate has now been stripped of the
Western veneer that made it tolerable as a rehgion concerned
only with the "next world" and consolation for the woes of
life. It has become an hallucinatory drug that incites our race to
suicide, and it will destroy us if we do not find a way of breaking the addiction to it that induces dehrium tremens in so large
a part of our people.
4
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PREPARING F O R THE MERGER
The first quarter of the new year has been a gloomy season
for the Roman Catholics who hope to preserve something of the
religion with which they are imbued in their youth.
In New York, Bantam published (in both cloth-bound and
paperback editions) David Yallop's In God's Name, a book that
had already created a sensation in England with its account of
the way in which Pope John Paul I. was murdered by ranking
officials i n the Vatican only thirty-three days after he became
God's Anointed Vicar on Earth. I cannot vouch for the details,
of course, but I was informed of the murder by a private
correspondent, who belonged to the dissident party in the
Vatican and seems to have been murdered himself not long after
he wrote me at a time when he and his colleagues still hoped to
force an autopsy of the corpse to establish the cause of death
and identify the poison used.
The practice of political techniques that have long been
traditional among God's stewards in the Vatican surprised no
one who had read the candid memoirs and diaries of' Papal
secretaries who lived during the early Renaissance and before
the Reformation, and who knew no reason why they should not
chronicle, in their dry, unemotional style, events that seemed
little more than commonplace to them, however shocking they
may seem to us. After the Reformation, their works were
exploited for propaganda purposes by the Protestants, and the
lid was screwed down tight on the Vatican by the Counter-Reformation, so that there have been few breaches of official
secrecy since then, while generations of learned Catholics have
plied their pens desperately to impugn and refute the accounts
left by eye-witnesses, notably Infessura, Burchard, and Platina,
as well as many lesser writers who had no political motive for
inventing stories which their fellows in the Vatican would
have known to be false.*
Most well-meaning Catholics in this country today have never
read the works I have mentioned or the hundreds of comparable
sources, and while they probably have heard vaguely of the
Borgias and their fellows, they fondly imagine that the Counter* Of the three whom I named above, only Platina had any literary pretensions. He is probably reliable for the events of his own time in the
Vatican, and although he was much less interested in the quotidian life and
escapades of the Popes than in events of real cultural importance, his
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Reformation increased piety rather than discretion. To them, the
thought that a Pope had been murdered just a few years ago by
ranking members of the Papal Curia i n the Vatican itself was
profoundly shocking.
Then they had to read' a manifesto by the assembled Catholic Bishops in the United States, a manifesto which differed
from the famous Communist Manifesto in style more than
in content. Although the ecclesiastical princelings were a little
less blatant than their rabble-rousiag colleagues in Central and
South America, who do not hesitate to salute Marx as the new
Messiah and aver that Marx and old Jesus sing together in close
harmony, there was no mistaking what they meant. I merely
observe that the late Charles Smith, who was editor of The
Truth Seeker until his death, in the first volume of his Sensism,
the Philosophy of the West, predicted that Catholic doctrine,
especially the Thomistic variety, and Marxist doctrine would
eventually be amalgamated. When Smith wrote in 1956, his"
prediction seemed implausible to many observers, including me,
but it is now obviously being fulfilled. The assembled Catholic
Bishops in this country, speaking with their collective authority,
have left almost nothing more to be done to perfect an oecunarrative is sufficiently shocking. He was doubtless aggrieved because Pope
Paul rr. had him tortured and his lirnbs dislocated to extort a confession
about a supposed conspiracy^ and he must be pardoned for some vehement
comments on that man's character, but there is no reason to suppose that
he misreports facts. My copy of his De vitis Pontifimm was published at
Venice in 1518 (thirty-nine years after the work was first printed); it is
described on the title-page as an historia periocunda: such a work could be
recommended as 'deUghtful' in the time before the Protestant Reformation made it scandalously detrimental to the great salvation-mart in Rome,
The murder of John Paul I. merely conformed, as I said, to a tradition
that dates from the earliest days of the Church, The first Bishop of Rome
who acquired some Papal powers was Damasus, a very competent man who
attained liis holy office by simply startmg a riot and hiring a troop of
tough gladiators to inform the incumbent Bishop, Felix, that God regretted havmg chosen him. Damasus thus became God's Vicar in 366 and
set a precedent that was frequently followed during the Middle Ages, when
God, in his mysterious way, inspired a holy man to attain the highest
office in Christendom by starting a riot and, with a band of hired cutthroats, informing his predecessor or rival of God's will. Usually, the man
who had lost God's favor was nimble enough to leave town while his
supporters were being massacred. The era that ushered ill the Renaissance
was one of greater poUteness and subtlety as well as learning, and the
crudity of settling ecclesiastical competitions with daggers gave way to the
more refined use of poisons to promote the desired harmony withm the
Church.
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menical union of the two cults, except, perhaps, to decide
definitely whether it would be best to demote old Jesus to
merely human status or to promote Marx to the laxik of Son of
God. A n d , by this time, that is merely a trivial detail and could,
perhaps, be settled by just tossing a penny.
The Bishops' manifesto bereaves many sincere Catholics of
their faith i n theic church, and will doubtless bereave some of
them of their faith in the reUgion that church once taught.
That wiU be for them a traumatic experience, and entitle them
to our sympathy. For the rest of us, the Bishops's crypto-Communist manifesto has some value as showing what a large body
of shrewd and clever men, professionals in the Christ-business,
after due deliberation, selected as the sales-pitch that would
attract the greatest number of customers from the present
population of the territory that is called the United States. Now
they may not be right, but we should recognize their estimate
of the mental and moral level of the populace today as an
estimate made by experts who must be even more interested in
promoting their own prosperity than in pleasing Jews.
We may also learn from the Bishops what Christianity
becomes when it is stripped of the Western veneer that once
made it acceptable to our race.

***
PARTISANSHIP
The Winter issue of the Southern Partisan contains a number
of excellent articles. Dr. Forrest McDonald, Professor of History
at the University of Alabama (when I last heard), i n "Why
Yankees Won't (and Can't) Leave the South Alone," discusses
the malevolent righteousness of the Puritans and their morbid
itch to meddle in other people's business, and notes that both
the malevolence and the itch became more virulent as they
lost faith in the bigoted and irrational rehgion from which they
started. The thesis of the article is approximately the same as
that of the article in The Pilgrim on which I commented in this
April's issue of Liberty Bell.
Dr. Zed H . Bums, Professor of Psychology Emeritus at the
University of Southern Mississippi, in his "Fort Sumter," traces
the steps by which Lincoln's government gave South Carolina
assurances that Fort Sumter would be evacuated while making
secret preparations to sneak in reenforcements and hold a fort
June 1986
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that coxild prevent ships from entering Charleston harbor. Thus
Fort Sumter was an infallible means of starting a wax that
would produce enough killing and destruction to slake the
blood-lust of the Abolitionists and exalt the righteousness of
the hate-crazed Puritans.
There are other articles that I could and perhaps should
mention, so it may not seem quite fair to consider here a short
and imsigned editorial, but I do so, because it illustrates so
concisely the topsy-turvy thinking of so many of our contemporaries.
The anonymous editor (several are Listed on the masthead)
notes that a person named Walter Bums (race unstated, but I
have my guess) has emitted a claim that many more murderers
are executed i n the South than in the North because Southerners are "more vengeful," thus echoing the common view that
"Southern culture has always been less enlightened." A Uttle
while ago, the same Walter Bums told a Southern audience that
they were lucky that the Northern invaders in 1865 didn't just
exterminate all the White men and women in the South, as tiiey
perhaps should have done.
That, as the editor observes, is the "enlightened" Bums' way
of shovnng that he isn't "vengeful." Bums, of course, is a
typical "Liberal intellectual," a species that does most of its
thinking with mouth and glands, by-passing the organ for which
they have little use after they have been programmed.
The editor has drawn a nice contrast between the twO
openings of the Bums mouth, and we applaud. Unfortunately,
he does not stop at that point. He goes on to opine that it's
all the fault of "materialism," because " 'enlightened' people no
longer believe in G o d " and do "believe passionately, desperately
in the supremacy of science." He even seems to believe that the
poisonous propaganda that is injected into the minds of children in the schools and is called "social science" is scientific. It
is, of course, on a par with "creation science" and similar
frauds.
There is no scientific basis whatsoever for the drivel about
the "sanctity of human life" about which we hear so much
today. To be fair, we should note that there isn't any basis for
that nonsense in the Christians' holy book either. The notion
certainly is not found in the " O l d Testament," unless one
accepts the Jews' faith that only Jews are human, while Semites, Aryans, Mongohans, and all other races are merely
animals to be exploited and slaughtered at will by God's master8
'
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pieces. A n d it certainly isn't in the "New Testament," of which
the protagonist, a Jew and reportedly one-third of the Jews'
god, explicitly asks to witness the butchery of persons unwilling
to become his subjects and slaves. The doctrine certainly wasn't
known during the Blutezeit of European Christianity, when
no work was more godly than .that of slaughtering the paynim,
especially Moslems, and men too rational to believe in the wild
tales of the Bible had to mask their own intelligence. The gabble
about the "sanctity of human hfe" is a recent invention of
the shamans for their own purposes, but they have put over the
hoax so efficiently that it is generally regarded as an integral
part of Christianity, and carried over into the crypto-Christian
cults that pretend to dispense with gods and demons. But our
point here is that there is no scientific basis for it whatsoever. In
fact, biological evolution teaches us that species survive only by
the rigorous elimination of the unfit, of physical and moral
weaklings and monsters.
There is no scientific reason whatsoever why a nation, which
is by definition an aggregate of persons who are b o m of the
same ethnic division of one race, should tolerate within their
territory the presence of alien and necessarily incompatible
races unless they have been subjugated by one of them and so
live at the discretion of their masters. There is good scientific
evidence that a victorious race, if it does not have the racial
fanaticism of the Jews, dooms itself to eventual servitude by
tolerating i n its midst an alien race, even as subjects and slaves.
The drivel about "all mankind" and "brotherhood" is the very
reverse of scientific: it was invented by Christian medicine-men
on the basis of some statements attributed to the Jesus of the
"New Testament" tales, which were probably intended to apply
only to the Jews, with whom he professed to be uniquely
concerned.
In short, all the foUies of the "enlightened," of which the
editor of the Southern Partisan complains, directly contradict
the findings of materialistic science, and are only poisonous
weeds sprung from the compost-heap of decaying religion. That
swindlers call their hokum "scientific" means nothing: one has
only to think of Mary Baker Eddy's lucrative promotion called
"Christian Science," the version of Jewish messianism that Marx
invented and called "scientific," the chicanery that is peddled as
"creation science" to trap the ignorant, and the prosperity'
of
the manufacturers
of "scientifically tested" good-luck
stones.
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The editor has everything upside-down.* He indicts
'materialism' for the mawkish desire to spare criminals on the
pretext that "no one is responsible for his own actions." A
materialist who has freed himself from our endemic superstitions would teU you that it does not in the least matter whether
or not a criminal is responsible for his own actions, any more
than it matters whether or not a cobra has evil intentions when
it strikes. A materialist is content with the fact it is folly for an
individual to cuddle a cobra and for a society to cuddle criminals. Only minds that have been taught by Christianity to dote
on whatever is diseased, deforrned, and degenerate snivel over
the execution of murderers, and it is noteworthy that they
snivel only over criminals who represent our biological refuse.
Although this spiritual sickness did not become epidemic
before the Nineteenth Century, it is only a recrudescence of
* Tiiis may be explained by an editorial, doubtless by the same hand, that
exalts the late Eric Voegelin, a refugee from "radical Nazi Germany," as
"the most important thinker of the twentieth century," because "he wrote
a magnificent history of the world's greatest civilizations, demonstrating
conclusively that what made them great was not economic or political
predominance, but an essentially religious vision of life," I was, I believe,
scrupulously fair to Voegelin in my brief summary of his philosophy of
history, written after the pubHcation of his first three volumes (see the
reprinting of uiy article in America's Decline, pp.213 f.).l. As I then observed, it is to Voegelin's credit that he discerned the source of the deadly
delusions, of our society in "the metastrtic wUl to transform reality by
means of eschatological, mythical, or historiographic fantasy." I alsp
remarked that it would not be fair to judge his theory until after the
publication of the three remaining voluines, in which, as I said, he would
"come to the three points that will most severely test the validity of his
hypothesis: the origin of Christianity, the fall of the Roman Empire, and
the Renaissance," I was right. The three volumes, promised for 1958-1959,
were never published, and only many years later was Order and History
summarily concluded with an incoherent fourth volume that it would not
be charitable to examine in detail. Voegelin's analysis broke down at the
critical points I identified, and when I wrote in 1963, I thought that was
likely, although I refrained from expressing my misgivings about a grandiose work that began with the ravings of Jewish "prophets" about what
they imagined to be the purposes of their tribal gods, and ended (when I
wrote) with a volume that exalted the fantasies of Plato and degraded
Aristotle because he did not "issue the call for,repentance [!] and submission to the theocratic rule of the incarnate truth," We may respect
Voegelin as a man who correctly identified a disease from which he
did not know he was himself suffering, His Order and History was only
another manifestation of the cancerous "will to transform reality by
means of , . , fantasy."
'
continued on page, 51
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A century ago, the Americans still had a country of their
own, although they were admitting in droves the cunning
enemies who were going to take it from them. They still had an
educational system, as distinct from a machine to inculcate
Marxist superstitions and the ignorance that goes with them.
They had a number of large monthly magazines of literary
quality, edited to standards that seem incredibly high today:
Harper's, Scribner's, The Century, The Atlantic Monthly, The
Pacific Monthly, The Forum, The Bookman, Lippincott's, and
their less viable imitators. And in those now far-off days, the
solidly established periodicals for highly literate audiences could
publish articles that did not have Kosher approval, and could
sustain such covert pressures as the Jews were then able to exert
on them. Truth was still an objective in high-quality journalism.
And so it was possible for Americans to read such articles as the
one reprinted below.
At present, Jews are rushing about the country frantically
trying to ram their Holohoax into the minds of uninformed
Americans, especially students in colleges, and, of course, they
have the g enthusiastic cooperation of the intellectual prostitutes who teach in universities and write hokum in the Jews
newspapers—shabheA goyim who, though Aryans, have as little
self-respect as the Jews themselves. It has happened frequently
during these brain-washing sessions that when some Kike was
whining about the wicked Germans who didn't adore the sweet
Jewish race, some alert student, who knew a little something
about history, asked the performer why it is that Jews were
always hated by the people of every country in which they
established themselves.
That pertinent question invariably shocked the wailing
Sheeny into incoherence. There was no plausible answer. When
the Jewish occupation government in Washington has put over
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its "Genocide Treaty," making it a capital crime to displease
God's Master Race, insolent Aryans who ask such questions can
be hauled out to be beaten and tortured by the F.B.I, until they
know their place in the world. In the meantime, however, the
Yid on the platform has to stammer that Jews are such
righteous people that the wicked resent their godliness.
When the world's Masters by Deceit lie about the Germans,
they usually avoid mention of the 'pogroms' that actually did
take place in some nations in which the common people could
no longer endure the depredations of their alien vampires.
Before they began to vent their venom on the Germans, the
ophidian race used to whine about 'pogroms' in Russia, grotesquely exaggerating what happened and concealing the causes.
In the following article, an educated Russian lady, who tried
to be fair and more than fair to her nation's parasites, explained
of her own knowledge what caused the outbreaks of popular
resentment for which the race of congenital liars blamed the
Czarist government. The Jews even used the 'pogroms' as
justification for their stealthy capture of the Russian Empire in
1917-1918, and the massacres by which they began their rule of
open terror over the population they had deluded and captured.
We repeat—since an American of today will find it almost
incredible—that this article was published in a major American
periodical, widely circulated and highly esteemed, when our
press had not been subjected to the stringent Jewish censorship
that prevails today.
The article is reprinted from The Century Magazine, Vol,
XXIII, No. 6, April 1882.
—Editor.

Anti-Semitic feeling still runs high: to this the late most
unjustifiable demonstrations against Sarah Bernhardt in Galicia
and Odessa bear witness. That it is especially strong i n the
eastern part of Europe, where the Israelites are most numerous
and most firmly seated, is another indubitable fact. It also may
be safely asserted that never, even in the quietest times, is this
feeling wholly extinct. Were it otherwise, the popular outbreaks
could not be so violent, so frequent, n o i ^ o use a homely but
expressive word—so "catching," nor so uniform in character, as
they have been within not very many years i n Roxmiania,
Galicia, eastern Prussia, and, very lately, in the south of Russia.
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When the effects are identical, the causes must be at least
similar, and where the former recur vnth persistent iteration,
the latter may be supposed to be permanent and deeply rooted.
Now, looking back along the Une of ages, we find that no
historical event recurs more surely, though at irregular intervals,
than popular outbreaks against the Jews. Wherein lies the cause
of this singular tenacious phenomenon? Historians are quick
and ready with their answer: "In rehgious intolerance, with its
attendant spirits of fanaticism and persecution and i n the
antagonism of race." Such an explanation may pass muster for
the ages of mediaeval darkness—but sweeping assertions seldom
exhaust a subject, and this can be proved to be no exception to
the rule. When the same phenomenon is reproduced periodically
in our own time, under our eyes, and we are still told that "its
only cause lies in rehgious intolerance and the spirit of persecution^tnore shame to our enlightened nineteenth century," and
when this is made the burden of a general hue and cry from the
so-caUed progressive and liberal press of most countries, we
become shghtly skeptical, and desirous of looking into the
matter for ourselves and more closely. We hope better things of
our own time; we are familiar with it, being a part of it, and we
know that its ruling spirit is not that of religious intolerance. We
also know, from the teachings of modem philosophical school
of history, that the popular mind and feeling, however abrupt
and unreasonable their outward manifestations may be, are
strictly logical i n their development, and that the masses, when
they appear to be swayed by nothing but caprice, or a sudden
gust of passion, or at best by a blind and defective instinct, are
in reality ruled by irresistible hidden currents of historical life,
not the less powerful because they act at great depths below the
surface. T o dive into those depths, to reach those currents, to
ascertain their direction and force, is the task of the inquirer.
Sometimes chance steps i n , and by the discovery of some
unexpected clew lightens the task. It so happens that such a
clew, i n this particular case, has been offered by a rather pecuhar combination of circumstances i n Russia several years ago,
and the interest in the subject has been strongly and somewhat
painfully revived by the widespread tumultuous occurrences of
the last twelve months or so, it is surely worthy of a few moments' serious attention, \mder the guidance of these revelations, which, though they concern specially the condition,
power, and act of the Russian Jews, wih be found to possess
more than strictly local importance. A convenient introduction
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is afforded us by the general rising against the Jews which took
place last spring throughout the south-west of Russia, and of
which scarcely more than a bare mention was transmitted at the
time to this country.
I.
The disturbances began at lelizavetgrad, in the middle of the
Easter week. How did they begin? On what provocation? The
immediate occasion was too trifling to have been more than a
pretense, a signal for something long impending. The first three
holidays had passed over quietly, when on the afternoon of
Easter Wednesday, a quarrel took place at a much-frequented
public-house on account of a broken drinking-glass, for which
the offender refused to pay. The tavern-keeper, who was a Jew,
from angry remonstrances passed to blows. A voice from the
crowd around tlie bar was heard to shout: "They assault our
people!" The uproar quickly spread along the street, and, in a
few minutes, there was a mob of not less than a thousand men,
which carried the news and the excitement from end to end of
the city. The work of destruction began immediately, and raged
all through the night and through the following day and evening, as late as midnight, when it stopped-not so much from fear
of the troops who had been telegraphed for and only then had
arnved, as because scarcely anything was left to destroy. To
realize the extent of the ravages d( ^ne, it must be kept in mind
that lelizavetgrad, situated on the highway between Poltava and
Odessa, is a great commercial thoroughfare and a very wealthy
city, with a population of fortyrfive thousand, of which fuUy
one-third are Jews. The authorities were wholly unprepared.
The ordinary poUce force was far too small to be of any use,
and of the military only four squadrons of cavalry were on
h a n d - ^ force particularly ill-suited for action i n narrow,
crowded streets—not quite five hundred men i n all against a
mob of many thousands, half of them -vlvomen and children. It
was a good-natured mob, too, wliich did not provoke violence
by resistance, but dispersed at the first collision; but the broken
groups would join again some streets further off, and carry their
devastations to other quarters where the field was still clear. As
for the citizens of the better classes, they, of course, took no
part i n the proceedings, but they did nothing to oppose them.
Numbers followed the different mobs out of curiosity, as mere
lookers-on. A certain secret sympathy with the rioters could
even be detected, which the latter were not slow in perceiving,
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and acknowledged by sundry marks of friendly attention. Thus,
on the "bazaar," or market-place, the ground being very wet'
and muddy, they spread it with carpets and woolen materials
dragged out of the shops, at the same time politely inviting the
spectators "to approach, as they need not be afraid of soiling
their nice shoes." The citizens would probably not have preserved this passive attitude had the rioters shown themselves at
all cruelly inclined, and threatened the persons of the Jews
instead of venting their rage only on their property. But, as it
was, the worst instincts of a mob were not called into play, ir
great part owing to the prudence of the Jews themselves, who
mostly kept out of sight. Had they "shown fight" at all, matters
might have taken a more tragical turn, for the rioters gave signs
of manifest irritation in the rare instances when revolvers were
fired, very harmlessly, from vmidows. Crowds of women and
children, and townspeople of the poorer sort, followed in their
wake, picking up and carrying away all they could of the
valuable property which covered the ground, or lay piled in
mud-bespattered heaps, and literally could be had, not .for the
asking, but for the taking, A noteworthy feature, and one that
shows how entirely the actors were mastered by one feeUng,
that of animosity toward the Jews, is that the r i o t e r s - c o s t l y
workmen, handicraftsmen, and peasants from the envions—did
not take anything for themselves; they merely destroyed. Some
shop-keepers and householders tried to ransom their goods with
sums of money. One gave a thousand rubles, another two
thousand; many gave a hundred and fifty or two hundred. The
rioters took the money, but only to fling the coin away and tear
the paper to shreds, and then went on with their work. The
only temptation which they could not resist was whiskey
(vodka).
In the cellars of wholesale spirit-warehouses, every barrel was
staved in or the faucets were taken out, till the whiskey stood
several feet deep and the barrels actually swam; Three men were
saved from drowning only by the timely assistance of the
soldiers. Many lay senseless about the streets, and were picked
up in that condition hours afterward.* Yet, on the whole,
the mob behaved—for a mob—with remarkable coolness and
discrimination. Not a single Russian house or shop was touched,
even by mistake, although protected only by crosses in white
* The account reads something like the famous episode of the G o r d o n
riots i n Barnaby Rudge, minus the horrible accessory of the fire.
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chalk o n the doors and shutters, and occassionally b y some
saints' images (ikonas) and Easter loaves placed i n the w i n dows—a device w h i c h was f o u n d so efficient that the Jews d i d
n o t fail t o adopt i t i n other t o w n s , where m a n y saved their
houses b y i t . Jews living i n C h r i s t i a n houses were n o t m o l e s t e d ;
neither were H e b r e w physicians a n d lawyers, they were c o n sidered useful members o f society. E x c e p t i o n s were made i n
favor o f well-recommended individuals. T h u s at the d o o r o f
one house belonging t o a J e w , the m o b is c o n f r o n t e d b y a
porter: " B o y s , " says he, "leave h i m alone! H e is a good m a n ,
and often gives y o u w o r k . I have been t e n years i n his service."
" A l l r i g h t ! " , say the rioters, and pass o n .
When the outrages were stopped at last, and the excitement
had w o r n itself out, the c i t y presented the strangest, wUdest
aspect. T h e streets were as w h i t e as after a fall o f snow, for
one o f the m o b ' s chief amusements h a d been'to r i p up every
feather-bed and p i l l o w they came across, and fling out^ the
contents. T h e w o o d e n houses were shattered, the furniture
b r o k e n to pieces and left i n heaps, m i n g l e d w i t h k i t c h e n utensils
and h o u s e h o l d goods o f every k i n d . Here might be seen the h u l k
of a grand p i a n o , w i t h l i d and legs wrenched o f f and strings
hanging o u t ; further o h , fine mahagony reduced almost t o
chips, w i t h velvet rags still clinging t o t h e m , a n d close to that
the debris o f painted furniture o f the commonest d e s c r i p t i o n .
N o t a pane o f glass, n o t a window-frame, n o r a d o o r was left
w h o l e . Inside the houses t h e same ravages h a d been c o m m i t t e d
everywhere, w i t h m e t h o d i c a l regularity; every object, even the
smallest, was b r o k e n or spoiled f o r use; the very stoves were
d e m o l i s h e d ; n o t h i n g escaped d e s t r u c t i o n .
T h e p a w n b r o k e r s ' offices were the first t o suffer; t h e n came
the public-houses, the wholesale wine and spirit shops, t h e n the
other shops, and lastly whatever the m o b set eyes o n that
belonged to Jews. T h e marketplace or bazaar was one m o t l e y
chaos of drygoods, b r o k e n c r o c k e r y , ready-made clothes,
ironware, leather goods, spUt f l o u r a n d grain. O f course, a vast
a m o u n t o f p r o p e r t y was secured a n d carried o f f b y marauders
of the poorer classes, especially w o m e n and children w h o
f o l l o w e d the rioters f o r the purpose; b u t w h e n a b i l l was posted
all over the c i t y , explaining that such c o n d u c t w o u l d be c o n sidered as r o b b e r y or secretion o f stolen goods, and r e q u i r i n g all
such u n l a w f u l prizes t o be delivered at the different p o l i c e
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stations w i t h i n three days, w h o l e wagon-loads began t o arrive,
n o t o n l y f r o m different parts o f the c i t y , b u t even f r o m the
surrounding villages. These simpletons actually d i d n o t k n o w
that they were c o m m i t t i n g a blamable act a n d i n c u r r i n g a severe
responsibility When questioned or r e b u k e d , t h e y answered w i t h
the greatest candor: " W h y , we d i d n o t steal these things; they
were l y i n g a r o u n d , so we p i c k e d t h e m u p . We meant n o h a r m , "
O f course, there were exceptions, and i n several instances,
especially i n other cities, great quantities of valuable goods, as
j e w e l r y , watches, silks, a n d the l i k e , were f o i m d i n the possession of people whose social p o s i t i o n p u t the plea o f ignorance
o u t o f the question. N a y , well-dressed women—ladies they
c o u l d n o t be called—had been seen t o drive t o the scene o f
d e s t r u c t i o n , a n d t o f i l l their carriages w i t h p l u n d e r . M a n y a
private grudge, t o o , m a y have been i n d u l g e d under cover o f t h e
c o n f u s i o n , as i n the case o f a certain tradesman i n K i e f , who.
rushed i n t o the house o f a w e a l t h y H e b r e w merchant at the
head o f a b a n d o f rioters, gave the signal o f destruction b y
shattering w i t h his o w n hands t h e p i a n o a n d largest m i r r o r , and
i m d e r whose b M m a n y valuables belonging t o t h e same merchant were afterward f o u n d .
In K i e f a n d Odessa the riot^ b r o k e o u t a f e w weeks later, i n
M a y a n d J u n e , and t o o k a rather m o r e maUgnant character:
m o r e personal outrages were c o m m i t t e d ; the troops a n d p o l i c e
were resisted, so that several people were k i l l e d a n d about t w o
h u n d r e d w o u n d e d ; passers-by, w h o were accidentally met b y
infuriated bands', were i n i m m i n e n t danger and escaped i t o n l y
b y crossing themselves ostentatiously, after t w o m e n h a d
already been struck d o w n b y mistake; t w o o r three times the
m o b v i c i o u s l y h a d recourse t o f i r e , p o u r e d kerosene o n pieces
of dry-goods, o r set fire t o barrels o f o i l , p e t r o l e u m , tar, and
p i t c h , and o n l y the greatest vigilance prevented a general
conflagration.
While aU this was going o n i n the large cities, the small t o w n s
naturally f o l l o w e d suit. Great agitation prevailed i n the villages
also, b u t w i t h comparatively trifling results,—on the one h a n d ,
because numbers o f the peasantry h a d j o i n e d the rioters i n the
great centers; o n the other, because i m m e d i a t e l y after t h e
occurrences i n lelizavetgrad, G o v e r n m e n t officials h a d been
dispatched all over the c o u n t r y , t o t a l k t o the people, e x h o r t
t h e m t o keep quiet, a n d explain t o t h e m t o what consequences
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they would expose themselves unless they did. This was a
most necessary measure, for the country people had somehow
got possessed of an idea that a rising against the Jews would be
connived at. There were even vague rumors abroad that it was
desired, nay that a certain mysterious "paper" had come from
headquarters formally authorizing it, which paper was withheld
from ;the pu06.'only bec^%^
local officials had been,l^ribed
by the Jews to conceal i i Where and' how such nonsense could
have originated and been circulated has never been fdimd out.
The fact, at all events, points to some hidden machinationsv
some underhanded leadership, and there can be little doubt that
the Nihilists^^r Socialists—were concerned in the movement,
and secretly fomented it. Proclamations were found in the
streets of Poltava, and along the most frequented-Post-roads,
exhorting the people to massacre the Jews and the property
holding classes. In another place, a woman disguised as a policeman, was caught distributing small printed sheets of the same
description. Odessa being a university city, the workings pf the
socialistic propaganda was especially apparent there, and
strange to say, of the students arrested for openly inciting the
mob to the plundering and destruction of Jewish property, and
to riotous proceedings generally, one was himself an Israelite.
Yet, in the great amotmt of lawlessness conmiitted in those wild
weeks, there are isolated cases which do not warrant the assumption generally set up in official circles that the Jewish
riots of last spring were entirely the work of "the party." It was
not to be supposed that the revolutionary agents should miss so
good a chance of working on inflammable material—offered
them, so to speak, ready for use. But their efforts must be
looked upon as one of many sparks falling on a train of gunpowder.
The above is a very condensed, but faithful and not incomplete, account. Anecdotes might be multiplied, but as it is, no
characteristic feature has been omitt^. And now, after attentively perusing it, who wiU venture to affirm that religious
animosity or the spirit of intolerance had anything whatever to
do with the deplorable outrages committed on one-third of
the population by the other two-thirds? On the contrary, do we
not see that every motive except that one was at work more or
less openly? Popular revenge, political propaganda, common
greed, commercial rivalry,—as in the case of the small Russian
tradesmen, who would not be sorry to get rid of Hebrew
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competition, nor averse to getting the same exhorbitant interest
themselves,—in short, most human passions are in play except
religious intolerance. If more is needed to complete the evidence, here are a few miscellaneous scraps to the point, "When I
reached the com-bazaar," writes a special correspondent of the
Golos, from Kief, "the Jevwsh shops were already demolished
and plundered; the mob was just attacking the public houses.
Having broken in doors and vmidows, they rolled the barrels
out on the street and broke them to pieces. Whiskey flowed in
streams. The rioters waded—they bathed—in whiskey. The
marauding women carried it away by pailfuls. Through the
uproar I could clearly distinguish the shouts coming from all
sides. 'The Jews have lorded it over us long enough!' 'It is our
turn now!' 'They have got everything into their own hands!'
'Life is too dear!' 'They grind us to death!', etc. Some wellintentioned persons went about amongst groups of idlers, who
were evidently anxious to begin operations, and were forming
into a sufficiently numerous mob, and tried to dissuade them.
'How can you be so foolish?', they would say, 'Don't you know
that you wiU be punished?' The reply in almost every case
amounted to this: 'No matter; we will take our punishment-it
will be only once. The Jews torture us all our lives.' "
It is a fact so well known in Russia as to need no repetition
or argument, that it is in part the merciless and systematic
"exploitation," or as the people so ghraphicaUy describe it, the
sucking out of the country's blood by the Jews, which has
brought the peasantry of the West to the depths of destitution.
As a consequence, never, in the whole course of our history,
has the rage for emigration been so much of an epidemic as it is
growing to be since the Government has opened the wide fields
of eastern Siberia and the Amoor country to settlers, offering
them assistance, encouragement, and advantages. The LittleRussian peasant, like every tiller of the soil, is deeply attached
to the land that nourishes him and his family. Such a land,
too!—one of the healthiest, wealthiest, most fertile regions in
the world. Yet this fruitful land—the very "land of milk and
honey"—they will abandon in gangs, half-villages at a time, their
wives and children and some few wretched household goods
piled on their wooden wagons, drawn by small emaciated
horses, sometimes a cow tied in the rear, but more frequently of
late despoiled even of this last friend and chief support of the
little ones, and start on their dreary tramp across half of the one
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continent and the w h o l e o f another,—^;o t h e m an incalculable
number o f miles,—for a distant, absolutely strange, n a y , u n imaginable goal, w h i c h half of t h e m never reach,—all o f this
w i t h a recklessness w h i c h can come o f n o t h i n g b u t despair. *
Russia has m i l l i o n s of M o h a m m e d a n subjects. I do n o t mean
our n e w subjects o f Central A s i a , b u t the Tatars along the V o l g a
and i n the C r i m e a , and the inhabitants o f the highlands o f the
Caucasus. T h e y are received i n the p u b l i c schools and colleges,
were they are taught the principles o f their rehgous l a w b y
doctors (mollahs) o f theic o w n . T h e y furnish good soldiers
and dinstinguished officers t o our a r m y . T h e y p l y various crafts
i n the midst of our native p o p u l a t i o n , especially those o f
peddlers, o f cabdrivers, and hotel-waiters. T h e y are t h r i f t y
and peaceable. W h o ever heard o f hostUe outbreaks against
them? A little good-humored raillery is all they ever have t o
encounter at the hands o f our people, w h o w i l l call t h e m
"Pig-ear" i n f u n , or sometimes i n derision, w h e n angry or'
quarreling, i n allusion t o their h o r r o r o f p o r k . "Shaved-pate" is
also a current appellation, w h i c h t h e y are so far f r o m taking i n
bad part that a Tatar peddler, i f so hailed b y some housewife
f r o m the other side o f the street, w i l l i m m e d i a t e l y w a l k over,
and, o f course, drive the best bargain he can. B u t the people
w o u l d no m o r e t h i n k o f attacking the Tatar quarter i n St.
Petersbmg, or demohshuig and p l u n d e r i n g a Tatar village o n the
V o l g a , t h a n o f so dealing w i t h a Russian bazaar or homestead.
Where, t h e n , is the difference? W h y this imperturbable g o o d
understanding w i t h fellow-subjects of one race and r e l i g i o n , and
this ineradicable animosity against those of another?
II.
If we were t o l d that a great state, embracing under its rule
populations belonging t o several distinct races, had i n the
n u m b e r several m i l l i o n s o f subjects w h o , o u t w a r d l y peacable
and hannless, n a y , t i m i d to cowardice and submissive t o servilit y , were yet unceasingly and systematically u n d e r m i n i n g the
well-being o f the c o u n t r y t h e y i n h a b i t ; w h o , w h i l e enjoying the
fullest religious toleration and l i b e r t y o f p u b l i c w o r s h i p , scrup u l o u s l y perform every year a p u b l i c religious ceremony w h i c h
offers a loop-hole o f release from the obligation o f keeping any
* There is anotlier current of emigration from the government on the
Volga; and that, of course, has notliing to do with the Jews.
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oath or promise made t o the G o v e r n m e n t or to individuals
belonging to the state rehgion; w h o , w h i l e sheltered b y the laws
equally w i t h all their feUow-subjects, and, l i k e t h e m , entitled t o
sit i n l o c a l courts o f justice, are b o u n d , under the direct penalties o f e x c o m m u n i c a t i o n , t o decide cases brought before t h e m
o n l y according t o instructions received f r o m a secret t r i b u n a l
o f their o w n ; w h o are authorized and taught b y their l a w t o
consider the persons and p r o p e r t y o f their fellow-subjects, i f
belonging t o a different race and religion f r o m theirs, as their
natural p a t r i m o n y , l a w f u l for t h e m t o secure b y any means;
lastly, w h o contrive t o feed w h o l e districts i n part o n the refuse
of the meat slaughtered for themselves,—if such a state o f
things were described to us as existing actually, i n a great
c o u n t r y , u n d e r a strong and well-established government, w o u l d
n o t such a statement awaken i n us a feeling o f i n c r e d u l i t y
a m o u n t i n g t o a t o t a l disbelief? Surely n o government can for a
single m o m e n t tolerate so monstrous an a n o m a l y ! Certainly
not—i.e., n o t w i t h its eyes o p e n . B u t there are m a n y ways o f
b l i n d i n g th6 m o s t w a k e f u l eyes. Axgus h a d a h u n d r e d o f t h e m ,
yet Hermes c o u l d charm t h e m a l l . T h a t the above is n o w i l d
f i c t i o n i b u t a statement o f facts, an account o f the c o n d i t i o n i n
w h i c h the entire west and south-west, o f Russia has been for
centuries, a n d is no\v, is the startling discovery w h i c h we o w e t o
the remarkable c o l l e c t i o n of authentic documents, edited i n
1 8 6 9 b y Jacob B r a f m a n n , under offical patronage, and w i t h the
means o f a semi-official source. B u t before e x a m i n i n g and
q u o t i n g the w o r k , something must be said o f the m a n , whose
m a r k e d i n d i v i d u a l i t y invites attention.
There have o f o l d been Jews o f t w o descriptions, so different
as t o be l i k e t o distinct races. There were the Jews w h o saw G o d
and p r o c l a i m e d H i s l a w , a n d those w h o w o r s h i p p e d the golden
calf and yearned for the flesh-pots of E g y p t ; there were the
Jews w h o f o l l o w e d Jesus, and those w h o crucified H i m ; there
were the thinkers and the sticklers; the m e n o f the spirit and the
m e n o f the letter; S p i n o z a and his persecutors. T o b o r r o w , f o r a
m o m e n t , Renan*s noble and s t r i k i n g language,, " i n the course o f
its l o n g h i s t o r y , Israel has always h a d an a d m i r a b l e - m i n o r i t y
w h i c h protested against the errors of the m a j o r i t y o f the n a t i o n .
A vast dualism is the very essence o f this singular" people's life.
It has been d i v i d e d , so t o speak, i n t o t w o o p p o s i n g families, of
w h i c h the one represented the n a r r o w , malevolent, hair-splitting
materialistic side o f the genius o f Israel, the other its l i b e r a l ,
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benevolent, idealistic side. The contrast has always been striking."*
Jacob Brafmann is distinctively a Jew, but distinctively belongs to the "admirable minority." Of humble parentage, and in
no way favored by fortune, he was raised out of his sordid
surroundings and the narrow groove of his early training by
nothing but the predominance of "the liberal, benevolent,
idealistic" element in his nature. His boyhood was the same
unenviable round of useless, unintelligent school learning,
mischievous idleness, and precocious familiarity with sharp
practice of every kind, which makes the Hebrew youth of the
poorer class so unattractive a specimen. "Education" for the
Hebrew^ boy of small means begins, indeed, at the age of five or
six, but consists entirely in learning to read and memorizing the
"Prayer-books;" then chapters from the Pentateuch, vsdth scraps
of Talmudistic commentary, and it may be, at the last stage,
fragments from the Talmud itself. Then, at seventeen or'
eighteen, comes marriage with all its cares and burdens,—and
Hebrew wedlock is proverbially prolific,—but too often without
its solace and companionship, for the matter is usually arranged
by the respective families, without reference to the young
people's wishes or sympathies. Poor Brafmann fared but ill at
this'pass; the mate assigned him was exceptionally uncongenial
to him. Doggedly he worked for his family, plying alternately
sundry small trades and various crafts—that of cab-driver, of
photographer, etc., with the versatility pecuUar to his race, and
to which they are partly driven by the necessities of an overcrowded, over-stocked market in those centers of dense and
abjectly poor Jewish population. But unlike his brethren he did
not sink and harden in degradation. Through aU those years of
loveless, thankless toil, he never ceased to think, to observe, to
learn-nay, to study, in the real and higher sense of the word,
robbing many of his nights of their necessary rest, and bitterly
upbraided by his young wife on account, not of his health,
which suffered under the excessive strain, but of the candle
which "he wasted." He became a Hebrew scholar, he learned
Russian and GermanH;he literary German, not the mongrel
jargon which Jews aU talk in those parts—at the age of thirtyfour; he even taught himself to read and understand French and
Latin. He read the New Testament, and studied deeply in
* Les Evangiles et la Seconde Generation Chretienne, page 12.
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Christian theology. At length, and from sincere conviction, he
became an open convert to Christianity, and received baptism.
Life among his own people had now become impossible, but the
education which he had given himself with almost superhuman
persistence and intuition had fitted him for better things, and
when he was appointed teacher of the Hebrew language at the
semiiihry* 6f -Minsfe^to'-1860,. he found himself in an honorable
and, comparatively speaking, comfortable position.
Even before that, Brafmann had attracted the Emperor's
attention by addressing to him a memoir concerning the anomalous position and conditions of life of his Hebrew subjects.
The consequence was that, together with his appointment, he
received an imperial order to study and propose ways and
means for removing the tremendous obstacles which Jevnsh
converts encounter when they declare their intention of becoming Christians. To aid him in his researches, access was opened
to the greatest variety of sources bearing on the question,—and
on the one hand by the support of the bishop, on the other, by
that—less official, but perhaps more effective—of many a
Hebrew well-wisher. "It was thus," says Brafmann, in his
preface, "that a rich collection of materials accumulated in my
portfolio, valuable not only for my special object, but as
illustrating the condition of the Hebrew generally. The most
prominent feature of my collection is a package of more than
one thousand authentic documents, never pubhshed until this
time-ordinances, resolutions, and acts of divers Jewish kahals
(administrative councils) and beth-dins (courts of justice),
which are of great importance as representing that practical side
of modem Jewish life which can never be discerned by outsiders—by those who have not, so to speak, been reared within
the synagogue walls." "These documents," it is said, further on,
"afford convincing evidence that the kahal and beth-din rule the
private and social life of the Jewish population in a great
measure independent of the Talmud, and that their own private
ordinances, supported by the penalty of the kherem (excommunication) are of far greater moment to the modern Jew than
the Talmud. They show as clearly as possible in what way and
by what means the Jews, notwithstanding their limited rights,
* The word "seminary" is always applied to ecclesiastical schools^ or
colleges, placed under the jurisdiction of the local ecclesiastical authorities,
and, as supreme resort, of the Holy Synod.
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have always succeeded i n driving alien elements from the towns
and boroughs where they have settled, to get into their hands
the capital and immovable property i n those places, and to get
rid of all competition in commerce and trades, as has been the
case in the western provinces of Russia, in Poland, Galicia,
Roumania; by what miracle it could come to pass that whole
departments of France were found to be mortgaged to the Jews
in 1806, as Napoleon tells Champagny in his letter of November
9th of that year, although they formed only an insignificant
minority in the empire, in all sixty thousand. Finally, what is
most important to us, these documents contain the plain answer
to the question why the labor and money expended by our
Government, in the course of the present century, on the
reformation of the Jews have brought no result." Of these
thousand documents, ranging from 1794 to 1883, Brafmann
published in his book. The Kahal, a selection of two hundred
and eighty-five, mostly dated from Minsk, i n the government o f
the same name. Their authenticity is proved (1) by their very
ancient look; (2) by the uniform notarial handwriting; (3) by
the signatures of many persons which can be identified from
other existing sources; (4) by the water-mark in the paper on
which they are written.
Before we examine their contents and the conditions of life
which they illustrate, it may be well to define the exact meaning of some words which incessantly recur i n them, and, first of
all, that of the term 'kahal' itself.
The kahal, abbreviated from the kheder-ha-kahal, is the town
coimcil or administrative council of a Jewish community.
Officially it purports to discharge only a few modest duties,
distributing the taxes among their people, for the punctual
payment of which they assume the responsibility before the
Government, taking care of the sick, superintending the synagogue and all that pertains to Hebrew worship, ceremonial, and
religious observances. On these grounds the institution is not
only tolerated, but sanctioned and actively supported by the
Government. In reality, it wields supreme, absolute, an unquestioned power over every phase of Hebrew life, both private
and social, and manages to use the local Christian authorities as
its unwitting tools, not only against its GentDe fellow-subjects,
but against any of its own people who might feel inclined to
demur at the heavy yoke imposed on them. T o show that this is
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so, and what are the means employed, is the object of
Brafmann's book, and will be that of our next chapter.
The beth-din is the Talmudic court of justice, which exists in
every Jevwsh community without exception, under the high
protection of the kahal, and under whose jurisdiction are placed
all transgressions and litigations arising between private Jews, or
between such and the kahal. It answers to all the needs of
Jewish mercantile life, and takes the place of the ancient
Sanhedrin. It is a sacred institution, and its attributes are, even
now, very sensitive. It pretends to be simply a court of amicable
arbitration, and is tolerated, but not officially recognized, by
the Government.
The kherem, or great excommunication, is the last resort and
most terrible weapon which the kahal and beth-din always keep
in reserve to quell incipient rebellion or punish actual disobedience. Brafmann gives the entire form which, besides being
very monotonous, is too long for reproduction here. There is
something appalling in the virulence and malignancy of the
curses launched upon the offender's head, and it is not astonishing that even hberal-minded Jews should often have faltered and
been daunted before its tremendous vehemence. A general
malediction is first pronoimced in the name of God and all the
celestial powers; then a special one for every month of the year,
in this form: "If he is bom in the month of Nisan, which is
ruled by the Archangel Uriel, may he be accursed of that
archangel and his angels," and so forth through the remaining
eleven months; also the days of the week and the four seasons;
then comes the final imprecation, to which great poetic force
cannot be denied:
"May the Lord's calamity hasten to overtake him; God, the
Creator! break him! bend him! May fiends encounter him! Be
he accursed wherever he stands! May his spirit depart suddenly,
may an imclean death seize him, and may he not end the
month! May the Lord visit him with consumption, brain-fever,
inflammation, insanity, ulcers, and jaundice! May he pierce his
breast with his own sword, and may his arrows be broken! May
he be as chaff which the vwnd drives before it, and may the
Angel of God pursue him! May his path be beset with dangers,
covered with darkness! May he encounter direct despair, and
may he faU into the net spread for his feet by God! May he be
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driven out of the realm of light into the darkness, and cast out
of the world! Misfortunes and sorrows shall fright him. He shall
behold with his eyes the blows that shall fall on him. He shall be
sated with the wrath of the Almighty. He shaU be clothed with
curses as with a garment. A n d God shall give no forgiveness to
this man, but pour His wrath and vengeance upon him, and all
the curses shall enter into him that are written in the L a w . "
And as though this were not yet explicitly enough, the denunciation is further completed in the curcular addressed to "the wise
men and elders of the nation, to notify them that a son of Israel
has been cast into the outer darkness. After the introductory
greeting and the enumeration of the offenses of the accused
person, the kahal continues:
"Therefore, we have laid the Kherem on him. Do ye likewise,
daily. Proclaim publicly that his bread is the bread of a Gentile;
that his wine is the wine of idolatry; that his vegetables are
impure, and his books even as the books of magicians. Ye shall
not eat vidth him, nor drink with h i m ; ye shall not perform the
rite of circumcision on his son, and ye shall not teach his
children the law, nor bury his dead, nor receive him into any
corporations; the cup that he has drunk from ye shall wash, and
in every respect ye shall treat him as a Gentile."
And now, after these necessary explanations, we can at last
turn to that part of our subject to which the foregoing pages
have been in reality only an introduction.
III.
"Die Juden bUden einen Staat im Staate." These words of
Schiller, Brafmann takes as his motto. Referring to them in the
course of his book, he remarks that as a state vdthout a territory is not admissible, so these words are usually taken by
unsuspecting outsiders for a poetic figure rather than an historical truth. They little imagine that the fiction is turned into a
momentous reality by a short item in the Talmud, which lays
down as a fundamental axiom that "the-property of Gentiles is
even as a waste, free unto all"* (i.e., all Jews). Now, as the
kahal has the supreme direction of the affairs of every com* Talmud, Treatise "Baba-Batra," page 55
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munity, it foUows that the kahal of each district considers itself
the only rightful owner and legal disposer of the territory'
within its jurisdiction, no matter who may hold it or any part of
it in actual possession, Jew or Gentile, and that not arbitrarily,
but on the ground of the kheskat-ishoub, a right well defined in
the Talmudic code called Koshen-Hamishpat, and the works of
its learned expounders. One of the highest authorities among
the latter. Rabbi Joseph Kouloun, in his highly respected work.
Questions and Answers, compares the property of Gentiles
(section 132) to "a lake free to a l l , " in which, however, no one
may spread his nets but a Jew duly authorized by the kahal. We
continue i n Brafmann's own words?
"Considering, then, the Gentile population of its districts as
'its lake' to fish i n , the kahal proceeds to sell portions of this
strange property to individuals on principles, as strange. To one
uninitiated in kahal mysteries, such a sale must be unintelligible.
Let us take an instance. The kahal, i n accordance with its own
rights, sells to the Jew N , a house which, according to the state
laws of the country, is the inaUenable property of the Gentile
M . , without the latter's knowledge or consent. Of what use, it
will be asked, is such a transaction to the purchaser? The deed
of sale delivered to him by the kahal cannot invest him with the
position which every owner assumes toward his property. M .
wUl not give up his house on account of its having been sold by
the kahal, and the latter has not the power to make him give it
up. What, then, has the purchaser N . acquired for the money
paid by him to the kahal? Simply this: he has acquired
khazaka—i.e., right of ownership over the house of the Gentile
M . , in force whereof he is given the exclusive right, guaranteed
from interference or competition from other Jews, to get
possession of said house, as expressly said in the deed of sale,
'by any means whatever.' Until he has finally succeeded in
transferring it to his official possession, he alone is entitled to
rent that house from its present owner, to trade in it, to lend
money to the owner and other Gentries who may dwell in it—to
make profits out of them in any way his ingenuity may suggest.
This is what is meant by khazaka. Sometimes the kahal sells to a
Jew even the person of some particular Gentile, without any
immovable property attached. This is how the law defines this
extraordinary right, which is called meropie: 'If a man'(meaning
a Jew) hold in his power a Gentile, it is in some places forbidden to other Jews to enter into relations with that person to
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the prejudice of the first; but in other places it is free to every
Jew to have business relations with that person, to lend him
money, give him bribes, and despoil him, for it is said that the
property of a Gentile is hefker (free to all), and whoever first
gets possession of it, to him it shall belong. "*
It win be noticed what stress is laid on money-lending as a
means to effect the desired transfer of property. Indeed, it is
the mainspring of the operation, and a case of failure is very
rare. The proposed victim is tempted into borrowing, and
enticed on and on by proffered facilities so long as it is supposed he stni has a chance of rescue. When he has become
entangled in the meshes of renewed biUs and compound interest
wholly beyond the range of his resources, the blow descends-,
and the fortunate purchaser enters into open possession of his
secretly long-cherished property. Perhaps he sells it then to a
Christian, so that it may revert back to the kahal as hefker, and
the process begins over again, to. the advantage of some new
'fisher.' And the beauty of the thing is, there is no risk attached
to it. If people will borrow, they have to pay, and there are
courts of justice in the land to see that they do. No matter what
artifices have been used to inveigle them, what amount of fine
psychology has been put in play to find out their weak sides
and -attack them—the law has nothing to do with that. In the
rural districts, the process is stn.' easier and the result still
sadder. Jews do not live in villages; there is nothing for them to
do there. They prefer more populous and, above all, wealthier
centers, where the artificial demands of city life give scope to
the display and bartering of tempering wares of all kinds.
Of these wares, there is one which has overworked,
underfed, every careworn peasant cannot resist—A/^odka. It is
warmth in the inhuman winter cold; mirth in his rare hours of
rest; strength—fictitious, it is true, yet upholding him for the
time—when he sinks under the day's task; medicine hi sickness;
above all, it is forgetfulness. And if poets, with everything to
make life a dream of beauty, have cried out in weariness of
heart, "The best of Ufe is but intoxication," surely the poor
plodder may be excused for feeling the same in the only sense
accessible to his limited experience. And truly, in moderation,
* "Khoshen-Hamishpat," section 156, pai'a. 17, & Treatise "Baba-Batra,"
chap. 8.
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whiskey is a necessity to our peasant, imposed by the climate
and the conditions of his life. But how easy the slip into excess!
and where the line? Well do the Jews know all this, and so the
public-houses in the villages are all kept by Jews—a plenteous
and never-failing source of replenishment to the exchequer of
the kahal. In every village are one or two public-houses, or
more, according to its size and the number of it inhabitants; for
there must not be more fishers than the lake can support, nor
must it be fished out all at once. How complete the success let
any village of our western provinces witness, with its wretched,
weather-beaten cabins, hingeless doors and shutters, crooked
and thatchless roofs, and rotting door-steps; its tottering,
yawning bams, scantily propped by poles; empty stables,
solitary plows and wagons under ruinous sheds; finally, the long
trains of Amoor emigrants mentioned in our first chapter. And
if figures are wanted, let this suffice: in 1869, seventy-three per
cent of all the immovable property of the western provinces had
passed into the hands of the Jews.
If we turn to the documents themselves, our amazement
increases, for there, indeed, the assertion which we were half
inclined to doubt assumes a body and becomes a living reality.
Here are three—Nos. 22, 23, and 26, dated Minsk, 1796,--which
relate to the dispute between the kahal and a certain Eliazar,
"about the possession of a house and lot of ground belonging to
the uncircumcized hatter, Zvansky." Eliazar claims it on the
ground that it was sold to his dead father, but there is a flaw in
the title. In disputes of this kind the kahal generally wins the
day. So this case ends by the beth-din adjudging the property to
the kahal, "who may sell it to whomever it pleases." No.
77—dated 1799—records the sale to the wealthy and illustrious
Jochiel-Michael" of a stone building, containing two shops, with
their cellars and upper stories, belonging to the Russian Baikoff;
while No. 205—dated 1802—gives half of the same property to
another person in payment of an old debt, "seeing tliat
Jochiel-Michael has not yet paid in fuU the sum due for those
shops." The house of the uncircumcized blacksmith, Seleza, and
that of the German carpenter, Johann, are disposed of in Nos.
115 and 195, and we may be sure these buildings did not in the
end escape their destination, even though hatter, shopkeeper,
blacksmith, and carpenter continued for a while to follow their
several pursuits, each vnthin its own premises, in the security of
ignorance. Nor does the kahal limit its operations to private
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property. It is rather startling to find it disposing (No. 105) of
"a convent, formerly possessed by Carmelite monks, but now
occupied by Franciscans," with all its buildings and outbuildings, in wood or stone, the distillery belonging to it, as well as
the 'convent meadows and vegetable gardens, with the usual
remark that "the purchase money has b(^ a paid to a farthing;"
of a hospital, with the piece of ground thereto pertaining, held
in actual possession by a certain Catholic charitable brotherhood (No. 261); and, finally, appointing arbiters to decide a
litigation between itself, the kahal , and a private individual,
concerning the right of possession to several shops, stone
buildings, owned by the Bishop of Minsk (No. 177). We pass
over a long array of documents of exactly the same nature, only
observing that in the statute of the kahal and beth-din of the'
city of VUna, composed in the approved and general model,
the obhgation to see that Jews do not interfere with each
other's khazakas and meropies is especially mentioned as one of
their functions and attributions. Moreover, the interesting
"angling" process can be followed step by step in Gustav
Freytag's powerful novel, Soli und Haben (Debit and Credit) in
which we see the wealthy usurer Hirsch Ehrental systematically
going to work on the property of the easy-going and imprudent
Baron Rothsattel, until the wished-for consummation is happily
achieved.
It is weU known how punctilious orthodox Jews are about
their foo(i, and how particular about having their meat butchered and cooked according to certain very strict regulations
laid down in the Talmud; also how great and enduring is their
repugnance to share the food of Gentiles, even though they will
occasionally welcome a Christian guest to their own table. But
what is less generally known is that this pecuharity of theirs,
respected everywhere as a feature of their religious observances,
very greatly affects, both directly and indirectly, the well-being
of the populations among whom they are settled. So little is this
suspected that no sort of objection is raised against their building slaughter-houses, and-getting the entire butcher's trade into
their own hands; indeed, the fact is mentioned with perfect
innocence i n the Russian Code of Laws;* "In most of the
towns of the western provinces there are no butchers but Jews,
and only that meat is sold to Christians which is not found
* Vol. V . Note to section 280, para. 42,
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kosher." It is supposed that the whole difference between
kosher and tref (lawful and forbidden, clean and unclean meat)
lies in the observance of, or departure from, certain ridiculously
trivial and minute Jalmudic ordinances concerning the knife to
be used for slaughtering, its shape, sharpness, smoothness, the
exact spot on the animal's throat across which it is to be drawn,
and the like. If this were all, there would be no harm in handing
over to the Christians meat pronounced unfit for the use of
their fastidious Jewish brethren. But this is not all. When the
animal has been successfully dispatched, according to all the
refinements of Talmudic law,* its internal partsHDrain, heart,
lungs, liver, bowels, etc.—are submitted to the closest examination from an hygienic point of view, and if a taint or symptom
of disease is discovered in any of them, the whole carcass is
pronounced tref, and put into the market for sale to the
Christian population, "We cannot wonder," remarks Brafmann,
"at the profound loathing with which Jew regard the food of
Christians, knowing as they do that much of the meat which is
sold them is actually no better than carrion." Nor does their
conscience sting them in the least for so unjustifiable a proceeding since they have for it the authority of the Mosaic law, which
expressly says {Deuteronomy xiv. 21) " Y e shall not eat of any
thing that dieth of itself: thou shalt give it unto the stranger
that is in thy gates, that he may eat it; or thou mayest sell
it unto an alien; for thou art a holy people unto the Lord thy
God."
Indirectly, the condition of the entire country (that part of it
where the Jews are allowed to dwell) is influenced by this
separatism, because it furnishes the kahal with its principal and
most unfailing revenue ,-nniversaIly known under the curious
name of "box-duty,"—and thus always keeps it provided with
large sums of ready money, which it uses at its ovm discretion
to further the interests of the community, or avert any obnoxious interference on the part of the Christian authorities—
principally by means of bribes to pohce officials and employes.
The regulations about this tax and its collection form quite a
complicated organization, too important in its effects to be
dismissed with only a passing notice. It necessitates a consider-

* The Talmudic law devotes eighty-six chapters, divided into six hundred
and forty-two paragraphs, to the, regulations concerning slaughtering,
kosher and tref.
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able staff of officials, who hold their functions on oath and
under dread of the kherem. First there are the professional
slaughterers, trained in the business of killing according to
Talmudic rules, and appointed by the kahal. All cattle or fowls,
without exception, that are to be consumed in the town—either
for the market or for private use—must be slain by them, on
pain of being considered "even as carrion": the owner of a
chicken may not kill it to make soup for his sick wife, but must
take it to the sworn slau^terer. A certain duty has to be paid
to the agents of the kahal, always present on the premises, on
every head of cattle,—ox, calf, sheep, or goat,—and on every
fowl, varying according to their kind. It is to be paid, not in
paper or copper coin, but in silver, and the slaughterer is forbidden "to unsheath his knife before it has been so paid." This
is only part of the box-duty. By far the greater part of it is
levied on the retail sale of kosher meat. This part falls on the
purchasers, who pay three groats in silver (about one cent) on
every pound they buy. Meat brought in from the surrounding
country pays the same duty-4.e., the owner can neither use
it nor sell it unless he pays his three groats per pound to the
collectors of the kahal. Even fat is not exempt from the duty,
and anyone who purchases either from a private person (i.e.,
not from a butcher in the meat-market) must be shown the
receipt of the collectors, or he may find himself devouring
"carrion," "food unclean as pork," and come under the
canonical kherem in consequence. There is in the market a
special room, in which the collectors sit all day long to receive
the money, while two superintendents continually "walk the
floor" of the market, to see that every purchaser, after having
received his piece of meat from the butcher, takes it straightway
into the collector's office, to be reweighed and to pay the duty.
It is amusing to note the precautions that are taken to secure
the money from fraud or foul play of any kind. "The collectors,
to avoid abuses," it is stated in the regulation (Document No.
88), "are forbidden under penalty of the most terrible kherem,
to put it in their pockets, but must slip it into a locked box,
with a sht in the top." (Hence the name "box-duty.") Every
evening they are to count the money, enter it into the book,
then transfer it, at least twice a week, into a strong box deposited under the care of one of the rich men of the city, who,
however, is not entrusted with the key—or rather keys^ne of
which remains with the collectors, while the other is in tlie
charge of a third person, appointed every month by election.
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The contents of the strong-box are verified once a month, by
persons specially appointed. When the kahal makes a demand
for money from the box-sums, "it must be signed by five
members at least" (there are nineteen in all), and the money is
taken out and delivered by both collectors jointly, not otherwise. Butchers, in consideration of their having paid box-duty
for the slaughtering of the animals, are allowed to sell kosher
meat two groats per pound higher than tref, so that the Jewish
purchaser really pays a double duty on his meat.
A number of documents show that a great part of this
box-money is regularly expended in bribes, either on given
occasions, for an object, or in a generally propitiating manner,
as gratuitous gifts on the two great holidays of the year—New
Year's Day and Easter. These latter offerings being a very
ordinary occurrence, in accordance with an old custom of the
country, are registered quite openly as "hoMay presents to the
authorities" (No. 4); or to be taken from the box-money a
hundred zlots (a little over ten dollars) "to buy coffee and sugar
for presents to the authorities at Easter" (No. 114); or, "ordained by the 'chiefs of the city' to go the usual round at
Easter, the necessary sums to be taken from the box-money"
(No. 73); or, "bought four loaves of sugar, best quality, eightytwo pounds in all," for New Year's presents (No. 244). Actual
bribes, given for a purpose, being of not so harmless a nature,
are neither given nor expressed so openly. The documents
which record the expense are worded covertly, as: " A hundred
rubles to be employed in the purchase of rye and other grain for
a certain purpose, and fifty rubles to be given to the secretary
of the governor in acknowledgement of a certain service" (No.
33). The agents employed in such cases are instructed to do
their best to secure proofe of the transaction, so that the kahal
may always hereafter have it in its power to exercise control
over the official who has yielded to temptation, by threatening
to divulge his offense. When affairs in the issue of which the
Jewish community is interested—or a corporation, or even
private individuals—are being transacted in one of the local
courts, clever and trusty agents are directed to watch the case,
and, if necessary, to give it a gentle push in the right direction
by trying various blandishments on the members of the court,
—such, for instance, as providing a luncheon, with choice wines,
for the judges (No. 37). Now all this materially, if indirectly,
affects tiie condition of the country at large, for every unlawful
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favor shown to the Jews is sure to react in a prejudicial manner
on the Christian population. And were it not for the right to
levy box-money on kosher meat, the kahal would not have
always ready to its hand extensive means to dispose of in this
way. Therefore it has taken care to secure to itself this neverfailing source of revenue, by enlisting the Government on its
,:side: ••|l:was'easy foMt to do this by assuming the responsibility
for the'payment of the taxes by the Jewish communities, and
by undertaking to supply the required nxmiber of repruits or
the corresponding "exemption-Money" (under the old miUtary
system), and by representing the box-duty as the easiest and
surest means to this end, as a supplementary reserve income,
from which the taxes should be paid for the poor or insolvent
members of the community. The consequence is that this duty,
together with all the regulations about kosher meat, without
which it could not be levied, are under the sanction and protection of the Russian law, and actively supported by the local
authorities, whose aid and assistance the kahal may claim at any
moment. The foEowing are the express terms of the law:
"Subject to the box-duty are: (1) The slaughtering of cattle
(per head of cattle; (2) of fowls (per each fowl); (3) the sale of
kosher meat (per pound); (4) another item of the box-money is
the fines imposed for the non-observance of the regulations on
this subject."*
"The police, both urban and rural, and all other local authorities, are bound to render their aid and assistance, when
such is required in legal form, to see that the box-duty be paid
by the Jews without opposition or fraud, "t
How far the official object of the institution is achieved may
be seen from the fact that, in 1867, there was a balance against
the Jews in the government of Vilno of 293,868 rubles, 36 1/2
copecks arrear on taxes, and 341,097 rubles, 15 copecks arrear
on taxes against those of Minsk. (A ruble is one hundred
kopecks, and worth about seventy-five cents United States
money.)

This exposition of the attitude which the Russian Jews* have
invariably held and still hold toward their Gentile fellow-subjects would be incomplete without a brief statement of the line
of conduct which they foUow with regard to the jurisdiction of
the Gentile courts of justice, and to their own obligations as
represented by oaths and promises made to Gentiles.
The first of these points is settled most unequivocally by the
following extract from the "Koshen-Hamishpat" (chapter 26,
paragraph 1):
"Jews are forbidden to go to law before a Gentile court of
justice, or Gentile institutions of any sort. This prohibition does
not lose its force even in cases where the Gentile laws coincide
with the Hebrew laws, nor even should both sides wish to
submit their case to a Gentile court. He who violates this
prohibition is a villain. Such an act is considered equal to
blasphemy and rebellion against the entire Mosaic law."
The offender, of coturse, incurs the kherem in aU its rigor, and
cannot be freed from it until he releases his antagonist from the
power of the Gentiles. How consistently this principle is carried
out is shown by two very remarkable documents, Nos. 165 and
166. Two Jewish members are to be elected to sit in one of the
mixed minor local courts, callod "oral courts," because cases of
a very trivial nature are examined and decided by them orally,
according to "custom" more than written law. Thirty electors
have been chosen by a general assembly, and the names of the
candidates have been proclaimed. Thereupon, and before the
official election by ballot takes places, the candidates are
summoned before the beth-din, and there made to engage,
under oath, "that, through all the time of their exercising the
function of judges in the oral court, they will be guided by the
directions and instructions of the beth-din and kahal; also that
they will unconditionally obey all their commands with respect
to the cases which will be submitted to the court." After
this a committee of four persons—two members of the kahal
and two of the beth-din—is appointed to make out a code of
rules for the guidance of the two judges.
"And all the resolutions signed by the committee shall be by

* Statute on Taxes; supplement to section 281, para. 8.

* To these may safely be added tire Jews of the eastern provinces of
Prussia and Austria, Galicia, Bukovina, etc., and also Roumania, for in all
these countries the state of things is exactly similar.

+• Ibid., para. 57.
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said judges carried out punctually during a whole year. A l l this
has been done with the common consent, in accordance with
the laws and ordinances. A t each sitting of the committee one
of said two judges must of necessity be present, in order to
consult together concerning the cases to be decided in said
cburt."
It naturally follows from these promises that all oaths whatever taken by Jews, or testimony given by them under oath
before Gentile courts or magistrates, may or may not be valid.
Further opportunities for evading obligations to Christians are
offered by the annual religious solemnity called kol-nidreh, the
opening act of the great festival of Yom-Kipur, the day of
national purification, of absolution and reconciliation with
heaven, when all private chapels as weU as the synagogues of the
various corporations are closed, by special order and under pain
of the kherem, so that Israel may pray to the Lord of their
fathers jointly in the great synagogue, as one united family. It
is the tenth day after the Hebrew New Year's day, its great
holiness marked by a severe fast—total abstinence from food
during twenty-four hours for all adults, and even children
over twelve years old; Mke the solemnity of New Year's day, it
closes with the significant patriotic signal, the blowing of the
sacred horns, which is answered by the entire congregation with
the traditional ejaculation: "Next year in Jerusalem!" The fast
and common prayer begin the night before, two hours before
sunet, and are ushered in by the ceremony of kol-nidreh, which
we will describe in Brafmann's own words:
"When the men and women, in hohday attire, have taken
their separate stations in the synagogue, which is Ughted by the
wax tapers held by each person, and the leader of the choir
(cantor) has taken his place, then the most notable members of
the assistance open the ark, reverently take out the thora, while
the choir thrice repeat the celebrated kol-nidreh to an ancient
traditional chant; the congregation repeat it aloud with them,
Judging from the pomp and reverence with which the Jews
prepare for this act, an outsider would naturally conclude that
it is the very center-piece of the whole yearly cycle of spiritual
exercises. But, if he knew the language, he would find that the
words pronoimced with such awe-inspiring ceremonial, such
religious concentration and profound reverence are not words
of prayer at all, but an act by which the entire nation renounces
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all promises, oaths, and obligations given by each of its members in the preceding, and all such as wiU be given in the coming, year. With this public renunciation of a nation's phghted
word, the whole moral base of social life does indeed fall to
pieces. It is a fact, so utterly revolting, that the greatest authorities of the Talmudic world itself have risen in protest against it.
But not even they could prevail against the force of custom, and
the kol-nidreh renunciation maintains its place among the most
honored Hebrew rites."
This chapter cannot be more aptly concluded than by another extract from Brafmsmn's remarks, so pithy and forcible in
their simple earnestness:
" T o students of law we venture to think that these documents will offer not a little interest; but we especially recommend them in the study of those who are curious to find
out the real causes of liae universal murmur of reprobation
which has always been heard against the Jews from the surrounding world, and of the persecutions to which they have
been subjected through eighteen centuries—i.e., ever since the
kahal has ruled this unhappy people."

Was Brafmann right in making these revelations—or, at least,
in giving them the publicity of the press? Should not a certain
merciful feeling have restrained him from thus exposing the
short-comings of those who were still his brethren in blood and
race? Should he not have been content to cut himself adrift
from the vessel which held them? Scarcely. Y o u cannot let your
neighbor's house be broken into because you have friends in the
gang, even though you have withdrawn yourself from them
when you discovered their evil ways. Yet, Brafmann is emphatically and enthusiastically a Jew. He is deeply, passionately
devoted to his brethren, and he possibly-^ho knows?—might
have hesitated and temporized with his duty to his new brethren from tenderness to the old, had it not been his entire
conviction that the Jews suffer quite as much under the system
whose secret workings he divulges as the Christians themselves.
For each power, each right, of the kahal and beth-din is a stick
with two ends, of which the one descends on the Christian
population and the other impartially belabors the Jewish
community,—of
course
falling heaviest
on the poor
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mass,* trader or artificer can never be sure that his house has
nofebeen sold over his head to a Hebrew fellow-citizen, on the
other hand, the Jew who has bought a piece of ground or a
house, from the Russian government or a Christian owner, is
made to pay an additional sum for the same property to the
kahal. Thus No. 87 records the sale "to Rabbi Kahaim, son of
Rabbi Isaac, Levite," of the right of ownership to a stone
building, constructed by him on the market-place of Minsk, and
only from the day that this second deed of sale is deMvered to
him is it said that the building belongs to him and his heirs
forever, "from the center of the earth to the summit of the
heavens." Further, as a rule, a Jew from one district is not
permitted to trade or settle in another, and if he is, by special
favor of the kahal, he is made to pay handsomely for the
privilege. For it is said of the law:'''
"At the present time, when we hve under the rule of alien
nations, and too great an accumulation of Hebrew population
may lead to collision with them, every Jew who comes to
a city and wishes to settle in it, is a foe to those who already
dwell there. Therefore the local kahal is given the right to close
the door before the new-comers, to attain which object it is
lawful for it to employ any means whatsoever, even to the
power of the goim (the local administration)."
"Even to the power of the goim." That means the local
Christian police, which is to the kahal what the secular arm was
to the Inquisition. It is hteraUy at its beck and caU, owing to the
sanction awarded by our laws to the box-duty. This same active
sanction also enables it to exercise a most irksome supervision
and an intolerable coercion over the private life of every Jewish
family. A few instances will best illustrate the practical working
of this simple and ingenious machinery.
However miserable a Jewish family, there are two oocasions—a wedding and the circumcision of a son—on which a
* So on one occasion, when the superintendents of the box-duty demanded an addition to their salary, the kahal, instead of granting it from
its own exchequer, imposed an additional duty on the sale of meat, and
when the collectors in their turn applied the very next day for the same
favor, the duty was still further increased-by one groat per pound-to
satisfy them, (Nos, 173 & 176,) .

certain amoxmt of festive expenditure is inevitable. Guests axe
invited, a meal is served, musicians are hired. In none of these
points, however, is the giver of the feast aUowed to follow his
own discretion or inclination, but must submit to a code of
regulations, which would be amusing from their absurdity w;ere
they not so galling to all feeling of independence and human
dignity. Here are a .few. items:. "No one shaU dare-to .gerve at
circumcision feasts refreshments consisting only of cakes and
whiskey." There must be a meal of butcher's meat; if the
feast-giver be a poor man, he must have meat for at least ten
persons, and only in case of absolute destitution can an exemption be obtained from the kahal. Visitors who come to offer
congratulations on the birth of a son or daughter are forbidden,
as well as the parents themselves, to taste refreshments in the
shape of cakes, preserved fruit. "Before and after a wedding
each of the families is allowed to give only one feast." "There
must not be more than three musicians at a wedding, and they
are not allowed to eat more than three tunes. To a circumcision
may be invited "only relatives to the third degree, the two
next-door neighbors on each side of the house and three i&rom
across the street, the teacher of the host's children," and a few
more persons strictly determined. The invitations are to be sent
through the messengers of the beth-din—not otherwise. The
feast-giver is entitled to a certain quantity of meat duty-free,
which, however, the collectors deliver only on being presented
Avith iiie list of guests, sanctioned by the kahal and signed by
the city-notary. Now, if the kahal had not contrived to secure
the active cooperation of the state laws in levying the box-duty,
it would not have the means of reminding every Jew, even on
such occasions as household festivals, of its dread and restless
power. As things stand, its vengeance can fall on the-xebel at
any moment. To punish disobedience to its slightest regulations
or even a temporary ordinance, it has only to summon the
police and denounce the culprit as having infringed the laws
concerning kosher and box-duty. Who is to rescue the unhappy
man from the hands of the authorities, who demand from him
the legal fine for that offense? That he never commited it is no
safeguard to him, for false accusation, even supported by
perjury and recourse to the goim, are among the authorized
means to break rebellion. Two documents—Nos. 148 and
149—contain the exposition of the measures to be taken "in
order to preserve the Talmudic court (beth-din) from the
disrespect which, in ptmishment for our sins, has of late made

t "Koshen-Hamishpat," sec. 156, para. 7.
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itself felt,-^;o prevent our foes from sitting as judges over us,
which heaven forbid!—and to bend audacious apostates and
rebels, so that every Jew may be submissive to the Talmudic law
and court." The measures contained in No. 149 are much the
most terrible, to be used only against hardened rebels, and when
the case has been put in the hands of the "secret prosecutor"—a
functionary who is elected every month by ballot from among
the officers of the beth-din, and who swears the most solemn
oath to spare no person in carrying out the instructions of the
Talmudic court, and never to reveal that he ever has been
invested."* Here are the nine paragraphs (some of them condensed) into which this remarkable document is divided:
"1. The rebel is deprived of the offices which he may have
held in the kahal or corporations. 2. He is excluded from the
community and any corporation meetings. 4. He is excluded
from all functions or honors in the synagogue, 5. He is not to be
invited to any festival, public or private. He who invites him
falls under the kherem. 6. No one is to rent from him his house
or his shop, nor to let his own to him. 7. If he is an artisan, it is
forbidden to give him work, on pain of the heaviest kherem. 8.
If a betrothal contract has been entered into with him, the
other party is freed from it, without incurring the fine usually
inlposed in such cases, and reimbursement of expenses. 9. It is
lawful to proclaim in the synagogue that the rebel has eaten tref
food or infringed a fast, etc., to confirm the accusation by false
testimony, and to have him punished as if he had done this
thing."
This document is approved and signed by fourteen members
of the kahal and beth-din and by the chief rabbi of the city of
Minsk.
Nor are the Christian courts of justice less efficient tools than
the local police in the hands of the Jewish rulers. One of the
most common proceedings to punish disobedience or disrespect
is to sue the offender in a Christian court for debt, real or
imaginary. Thus, when a litigation is to be decided by the
beth-din, it is customary, in order to secure the submission of
the parties to the suit, to make them both sign blank biUs
before the case is tried. Then, should the losing party be dis* This strongly reminds us of the mediaeval Fehmgericht.
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satisfied with the decision and refer the case to the Christian
court, which is his right under the state laws, the beth-din fills
the blank at its pleasure, and directs the nominal holder to
present this perfectly legal document for payment through the
local authorities. "This," says Brafmann, "accounts for the
great number of Htigations always on hand in Christian courts.
They are generally nothing more than legal fictions used by the
beth-din or kahal to compel the obedience of refractory members of their communities." If offenders return to the path of
duty within a certain time, the claim is withdrawn. Sometimes
the Russian courts receive genuine complaint^T^but they are
usually powerless for redress, and bitterly are the plaintiffs
made to rue their audacity. In 1866, a Hebrew widow com"
plained to the mayor and town-coimcil of Vilna that she had'
been charged fifteen hundred rubles for the burial of her
husband, and compelled not only to pay this sum but to sign a
declaration that she had done so voluntarily for charitable
purposes, the corporation of undertakers having been directed
to refuse burial to the body until she had submitted, which she
had done at the expiration of five days. It is further seen, from
the progress of the case, that the kahal fined her five hundred
rubles more, and compelled the police to recover this sum from
her by representing it as an arrear on her share of the contribution for ransoming poor and insolvent Jews from military
service. The impudence of the pretense was patent, yet the local
authorities could do nothing, for the kahal, in all that regards
the collection and payment of taxes for the Jewish population,
is a state instithtion.
The meaning of the little phrase, so frequently repeated, that
it is lawful to the kahal to compel obedience "by any means
whatsoever, even through the |)ower of the goim," ysdll now be
sufficiently clear not to need further illustration, though such
might be produced to any extent from Brafmann *s book, to
which indeed full justice could be done by translating i ^
Brafmann is, we -repeat, a Jewish patriot in the fullest and
widest sense. He admires his race, he takes pride in belonging to
it, and loves his people with a passionate.pity and tenderness
which makes his voice break and his eyes fUl when he speaks of
their sufferings and moral degradation under the olppressive
system which holds them in iron bands. His dreams are of their
regeneration, of their future power and greatness—not as a
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political nation, but as a highly gifted race, living on equal terms
among other races, all artifical barriers being removed, and the
field opened without let or hindrance of any kind to the free
development of the many noble faculties of mind and soul so
characteristic of what Renan calls "the admirable minority of
Israel." If, therefore, he incurred by his revelations the utmost
wrath of the rulers whom he exposed, and of the ignorantly
fanatical mass, to such a degree that his life at one time was not
considered safe even in St. Petersburg, where he dwelt after his
book appeared; on the other hand, he is comforted and secretly
supported by the sympathy of many of the more enlightened
Jews who, hke him, sigh for release from a bondage worse than
foreign captivity. But for such support he could not have
obtained possession of the precious pile of papers which were
abstracted for him, not without danger, by a friend from the
Jewish archive of Minsk.
The above exposition of a state of things which might be
pronounced wildly unreal but for the irrefragable documentary
evidence adduced, though fax from exhausting the material
collected by Brafmann,* will, it is to be hoped, have clearly
established one fact; that, whatever historical causes may
underHe the oft-recurring popular outbreaks against the Jews,
race animosity, and religious intolerance have never been alone
at work, and, in our days, are no longer so at all. The only case
of systematic persecution of them from fanatical motives is that
of the Spanish Inquisition, though the motives were far from
unmixed, even there. A t all events, i f the fathers of St. Dominic
and their secular supporters did not object to enriching them-

* Thus, no mention has been made of the so-called "candle-money," nor
of the extraordinary contributions, mostly in the shape of a percentage on
capital, personal property and wares, levied by the kahal arbitrarily on
special occasions, to avert some danger threatening the entire community.
Such an occasion occurred in 1802, when the poet Derjavin, a staunch
Russian patriot, was in the ministry, and strove to carry through, a law
forbidding the Jews to keep taverns and public-houses in the villages.
There was a great panic among them; the kahals raised one million rubles
for bribes and presents at headquarters, ordered public prayers and days of
fasting. Derjavin was offered one, even two hundred thousand rubles, to
withdraw the project. He told the Emperor (Alexander I.), and did not
take the money; but others did, and the Jews won the day, Russian writers
have celebrated the event as a triumph of humane and liberal policy, and
it has been rather the fashion to abuse Derjavin as a narrow-minded
retrograde.
34

selves with the spoils of the wealthy Jews they burned, we must
do them justice to acknowledge that they burned the poor ones
quite as piously and scrupulously. In aU other instances "Jewish
riots" begin spontaneously; something—sometimes a mere
trifleHhappens to infuriate the mob, and they begin to kill
and plunder. The massacres spread, rage for a few days, then
stop, and everything goes ,the old round again—for a while.
Ignorant'fanaticism is only an accessory-^;rue, a terrible one—
which comes into play with the greater violence the further the
occurrence is removed from us, in the "dark ages." But a
significant feature is that the notorious usurers are always the
first to suffer, and the bills and securities which hold whole
provinces in bondage are the first property sought after and
destroyed. This was the case even in the more than usually
severe outbreak at the beginning of Richard I.'s reign, which
ended in the horrible catastrophe of York, and the monkish
chronicler who records it in terms of unseemly exultation amid
much revolting fanatical twaddle drops a word which strangely
reminds us of the burden of popvilar complaint which recurred
aU through the riots of last spring. He calls the Jews "bloodsuckers."* Another curious coincidence is that then, in England, as nine hundred years later i n Russia, "the rumor was
spread that the King had issued^ orders to massacre the Jews.""!"
The facility with which the i-jnorant mases lend their ears to
such absurdities betrays, at aU events, a latent though monstrously distorted consciousness of having received at the hands
of the race such wrongs and injuries as claim redress from their
natural protector, the governing power. The difference between
then and now, apart from the comparatively mild form of the
recent paroxysms consequent on the general softening of men's
natures, is chiefly this: then, religious feeling was actively mixed
up with economical grievances and hideous reprisals, while now
it is totally absent. A n d never could this mediaeval specter be
dragged forth in the light of our sober, unfanatical age, to
accoxmt for phenomena of which the real causes must be
obvious to every unbiased observer, were it not that by far the
greater part of the so-called "liberal press" i n Europe is in the
hands of the Hebrew editors and Hebrew writers-^any of them
men of great culture and talent, of great and weU-merited
* Charles Knight's History of England, chapter 21
t Bnm&'s History of England, chapter 10
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authority in the world of letters and science, but whom it suits,
from mistaken national zeal, to shed a false light on certain
events and sides of modem hfe, to blind the eyes of superficial
and docile readers with the dust of those cheap and plausible
phrases of which the shallow orators of 1789-93 have left us so
ample a store, and which can be as easily shuffled to prove
anything or nothing as the cards whose combinations furnished
forth the effective and patriotic speeches of Pieborgne, the
lawyer-minister i n Laboulaye's Prince Caniche, It is time to
drop the sentimental liberal slang, through whose loose, wide
meshes the biggest humbug can slip unchallenged. When a
question of vital import is presented to us, the thing to do is to
drive it into a comer and grapple with it, not muffle it up in
commonplaces long ago w o m threadbare. The Jewish question,
in Eastern Europe and Westem Russia, is such a question: let us
then, for once, look it square i n the face. The Jews are disUked,
nay, hated in those parts, not because they believe and pray
differently, but because they are a parasitical race who, producing nothing, fasten on the produce of land and labor, and
live on it, choking the breath of hfe out of commerce and
industry as sure as the creeper throttles the tree that upholds it.
They are despised, not because they are of different blood,
because they dress differently, eat peculiar food; not even
because herding together in unutterable filth and squalor, they
are a loathsome and really dangerous element—a standing
institution for the propagation of aU kinds of horrible diseases
and contagions; but because their ways are crooked, their
manner abject,—because they will not stand up for themselves
and manfully resent an insult or oppose vexation, but vsoll take
any amount of it if they can thereby turn a penny, will smirk
and cringe, and go off with a deadly gmdge at heart, which they
wiU vent cmeUy, mthlessly, but in an underhanded manner, and
not always on the offender, but on any or all belonging to the
offender's race. It is an essentially oriental feature, this making
light of servile forms, so the feeling of pride be secretly treasured and revenge taken at some time and in some way—a
feature which our Jews could not have retained so unimpaired
had they not always been forcibly kept aloof, by their own
mlers, from the ennobling influence of that compound of
Grecian refinement and Teutonic manliness which we call
modem culture, and which instills more than it teaches that the
forms of servitude are as degrading as the fact. The readiness
with which they appeal to foreign sympathy and interference.
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and which in any set of people holding the position of citizens
would be looked upon and punished as state treason of the
worst kind, is but another phase of their oriental nature—the
inabihty to grasp, the first principles of state-life, or perhaps
rather their determination not to acknowledge themselves as
belonging to any Gentile state. They are not "persecuted."
Only, from time to time, the popular patience-^;hat dike built
up of ignorance, apathy, and habitual endurance—breaks; then
there is an outpouring of angry waters. True, some things have
become impossible. No invading conqueror, for instance,
would dream nowadays of farming to the Jews the churches of
a conquered people, as did the Poles when they held Galicia in
the sixteenth century and later, thus authorizing them to
tax the people arbitrarily for having divine service performed in
their ovra temples. No govenment would now lend itself to such
iniquity. Still we have just seen that, even without such open
support, enough can be achieved to exasperate the most longsuffering people and goad them into momentary frenzy.
The question naturally arises. What is to be done? It is a
momentous dne, and might partly be answered by showing
what ought n o i to be done—i.e., by a review of the legislative
measures, hostile or propitiating, which have been tried in
different countriess and at various times, and have utterly failed,
as weU as of the cau^s why ttiey failed. Brafmann's Kahal and
his other book, Hebrew Corporations, Local and Universal,
contain valuable material toward working out the problem; but
is it not at the end of an already long paper that his feature of
the subject can be considered—a paper, too, of which the special
object is only to vindicate the age i n which we live from the
odious imputation of "intolerance and religious persecution,"
unthinkingly and indiscriminately brought against it. Yet the
impression conveyed would be incomplete, nay, the entire tenor
and drift of the paper might-be misconstmed, without at least a
hint at the solution which is desired and openly advocated by
aU enlightened Russians as represented by our liberal press.
Briefly stated, it reads as foUows: The legal emancipation of the
Jews, begun years ago by granting them the right of buying and
holding land, of entering the universities, and various smaller
concessions, must be completed. They must share both the
rights and the duties of their Christian and Mohammedan
feUow-subjects, without restraints or privileges. As the first step
toward such a consummation, the kahal must necessarily be
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abolished, or at all events shorn of its power—a thing very easUy
achieved by simply depriving it of the right of levying box-duty
on the slaughtering and Sale of kosher meat, and forbidding the
sale of tref to Qiristians. This would at once release the Jewish
population from an intolerable pressure by delivering them
from an irksome duty, and by depriving the town-cotmcils of
the means of enforcing their arbitrary separatistical ordinances
by recourse to "the power of the goim." The taxes would then
be collected from the Jews directly by Government officials,
in the same manner as they are from all other subjects; they
would be brought under the census, which they have always
been able to elude until now,—and all this woxild place them
in direct and normal relation to the rulers of the land, without
in the least interfering with the fuU exercise of their religious
worship and national customs. Left to themselves and freed
from all restraint with regard to their place of residence, the
process of assimilation would soon begin, and the number of
Jews who discard the Talmud and keep to simple Mosaic law in
its wider and more liberal application would annually increase.
But if the Government, at this critical moment, recoils from this
radical change, and contents itself with half-measures, denying
its Hebrew subjects their full share of civil rights and at the
same time upholding the artificial separatism so baleful in its
effects, the same state of things will be stUl further perpetuated,—consequently,
the causes being unchanged, the
effects wiU be identical, and the same deplorable scenes wiU be
enacted from time to time,—scenes which every other European
coxmtry has witnessed, and would see now, had not a wiser
legislation made their recurrence impossible.

nation in 1917-1918
and could smash the skulls of wicked
persons who had read it. A small excerpt was paraphrased in
German in 1881, but was promptly howled down by the Yids
and Germans in the press and universities who could be hired as
shabbat goyim. As is well known, the Jews exerted a greatjxnd
often preponderant
power over the German government
after
the accession of Wilhelm II in 1888, and greatly augmented it
after they procured the dismissal of Bismarck in 1890, a necessary preliminary for the First World War. It is significant that
the alien invaders were able to thwart publication
of a German
translation
until 1928. (See Passarge's Vorwort, Vol. I, pp.
V-VII, and on the Jews' twists and lies in an effort to discredit
the revelations of the courageous Jewish author, see Passarge's
introductory
study, pp.
XI-LV.)
—Editor

THE"HOLOCAUST"F A C T OR FICTION?
Were six million Jews really gassed
. . . or has a colossal hoax been
perpetrated on the world?

* **
The work by Jacob Brafmann,
from which Mme. Ragosin
quotes in her article, has never to our knowledge been translated into English. It was published in Russian in 1870, but the
only complete translation of which we know is the work of Dr.
Siegfried Passarge, Das Buch vom Kahal, Leipzig,
HammerVerlag, 2 vols., 1928. Since copies of this highly
important
work are extremely rare (guess why!), we reproduce the title
page below.
Brafmanri's work is little known, even to diligent students of
the Jewish problem. His original appears to have had a modest
circulation
in Russia until the Jews subverted and captured that
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what was inherent in Christianity in its origins as they are described in the tales of the "New Testament," in which a Jesus
exalts bird-brains that "take no thought for the morrow,"
boasts that he will "make folly of the wisdom of this world,"
and declares that rich men have no more chance of escaping
eternal torment than a camel has of walldng through the eye of
a needle. The Jewish agitator, who recruited his apostles from
the dregs of the populace, promised his followers post-mortem
bliss in a Heaven that woiild be filled vnth swarms of squalid
proletarians, who could exult forever over the sufferings of their
betters and thus salve with triumphant malice their consciousness of their own inferiority. A n d the prevalent Christianity of
today, which espouses the "social gospel" of Marx, who merely
dispensed with spooks i n his version of the Jewish attack on
civilization, is by its very nature hostile to a high culture, hostile
to learning and science (although it may use technology for its
own assault on the civilization that made technology possible),
and hostile to the stability of a society that is necessarily based
on private property, hating the wealth that gives leisure for
culture, although it has no objection to rich gutter-snipes and
even admires Teddy Kennedy for his cleverness in disposing of a
redundant female by having her slowly suffocate in an immersed automobile. Or, if it does not really admire that boyish
prank, disregards it in its enthusiasm for the "idealist" who
wants to impose "social justice" on South Africa by turning the
savages loose on the White population.
A materialist, observing the scientificslly ascertained facts of
biology, wiU teU y o u that it is suicidal for a nation to nurture
offspring that are physically or mentally deformed, to coddle
criminals, and to subsidize its domestic enemies. A n d it is a nice
irony that the editor, who deplores "the supremacy of science,"
becomes himself a strict materialist when he justifies the execution of criminals by remarking that the South has a much lower
rate of recidivism than the rest of the country: "We have found
that 0% of our executed murderers kill again."

• j a m m e r " S ^ e r t a g / £ e i p j i ( j * 1928
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A T H E O R Y A B O U T R U D O L F HESS
A well-knovm writer who wishes to be anonymous has
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suggested a possible explanation of the mystery surrounding the
victim of Anglo-American cruelty now imprisoned, at enormous
expense and with preposterous precautions to prevent escape, in
Spandau. Having read my article i n the April issue of Liberty
Bell and accepted the findings of Dr. Thomas that the prisoner
is not Rudolf Hess, the writer has sketched the following
hypothesis.
The British Secret Service, which is known to have been in
contact with the infamous Admiral Canaris in Germany, elaborated with him in an ingenious plot to make the Jews victorious
in 1941, when a year and a half of warfare had proved that the
united power of Britain and France could not save them from
defeat in the war they had forced on Germany, The plot called
for two principal operations. In the first, Hess was to be assassinated while on one of the solo flights he made from time to
time for recreation, and replaced by a 'double,' the prisoner
now i n Spandau, precisely as happened according to
Dr. Thomas. A t the same time, Hitler was to be murdered,
perhaps by the method used by German traitors when they, i n
collaboration with Canaris, almost succeeded i n killing him in
July 1944 and failed by the merest chance. A t the death of
Hitler, Hess would have automatically become the Fiihrer of the
German Reich, and the pseudo-Hess in Scotland would promptly have negotiated a peace that would have saved the Jews'
stooges from catastrophic defeat. The British might even have
been able to salvage the Empire they were destroying to please
their alien masters.
It was the second and crucial part of this plot that failed.
The attempted assassination in 1944 failed because Hitler just
happened to have moved far enough from the planted bomb to
escape death when it; exploded. A n earlier plot in 1941 may have
failed just because the bomb failed to explode and Hitler was
saved, just as the British Parliament was saved in 1948 when the
bomb planted by the Jews failed to explode. After that failure,
caused by some chance malfunctioning of the apparatus that
was to detonate the bomb at the right moment, the Jews
decided not to make a second attempt, and their plot would
have remained unknown, had it not been described by the
Jewish murderer, in his Memoirs o/" an 'Assassin (London, Blond,
1959; New York, Pyramid, 1960). The secret of the failure in
Germany in 1941was better kept. We probably should never
have known of the attempt on Hitler's life in 1944, i f the bomb
had failed to explode and Colonel von Stauffenberg had carried
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away his unopened briefcase at the end of the conference.
Since Hitler was not assassinated in 1941, the presence in
Britain of the man who impersonated Hess was only an embarrassment to the British Secret Service and improvised efforts to
cover-up the whole operation account for the unexplained
fumbling and bimibling that followed.
AH this, of course, is sheer hypothesis, speculation with not
even a scuitilla of circumstantial evidence to support it. A
minute examination of the records of Hitler's movements on 10
May 1941 and two or three days thereafter, and particular
scrutiny of the lists of persons who were admitted to his presence, might disclose circumst-ances in which such ah aborted
attempt to assassinate him could have been made, but, as the
author of the hypothesis carefully points out, there could be no
evidence that such an attempt was actually made. The only
confirmation of his hypothesis now possible would be a confession by the prisoner i n Spandau, who must have known that
such a murder was planned, although it is unlikely that he was
told how it would be carried out.
I repeat with emphasis—because the distinction is one that
escapes many "right-wingers " - t h a t the foregoing is merely an
hypothesis that has not been, and cannot be, tested i n any way.
The man who suggested it, however, is right about one thing.
The chances are that if our race escapes obliteration by the
Jews, Prisoner N o . 7 i n Spandau will become, like the Man in
the Iron Mask, the subject of innumerable efforts to solve an
historical mystery of which the secret has been lost forever.*
* Most historians today favor the candidacy of either an obscure Italian,^
Count Mattioli, or an even more obscure servant, Eustache Dauger, for the
dubious honor of having been the object of Louis XIV's implacable
vengeance. What they cannot explain is why either of these individuals
should have been thought worthy of the elaborate precautions taken to
conceal the prisoner's identity and particularly the mask of black velvet
that concealed his features, which must have been so well known that he
would have been recognized by influential Frenchmen, had he been seen
without it. As a poiat of methodological interest, it Hiay be noted that
Voltaire's sensational theory (the prisoner was an illegitimate son of Louis
XIV) has never been disproven, because you cannot demonstrate the
falsity of an hypothesis without either proving that it presupposes some
event or condition that was physically impossible or providing an explanation that is indubitably correct. A hypothetical explanation of a mystery
cannot be proved wrong by a lack of evidence to confirm it. That is sad,
and makes many an historian gnash his teeth, but it is unfortunately true,
For every mystery, there is a multiplicity of hypothetical solutions,
and all we can do is weigh probabilities, but there are some historical
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mysteries, such as that of the "Iron" Mask, for which the circumstantial
evidence is so exigous or confused that no hypothesis is sufficiently
probable to be weighed. Historians of the future (if there are any) will at
least have in Dr. Thomas's book evidence that will have a tantalizingly high
degree of probability, whatever happens, and i f the prisoner is not exammed by disinterested physicians of indubitable probity, will accept it as
virtual certainty. That, however, will not prevent ingenious individuals
from formulating alternative hypotheses more congenial to their own
predilections (e.g., Hess was a traitor who took refuge in Britain to escape
exposure, or Hitler was assassinated and replaced by a 'double' who
disavowed Hess's secret negotiations so that he could contrive the eventual
defeat of Germany; et cetera ad infinitum.

)

Does the West have the will to survive?
That is the obvious question posed by Jean Raspail's
terrifying novel of the swamping of the White world
by an unlimited flood of non-White "refugees." But
there is also a less obvious and even more
fundamental question: Must Whites find their way
to a new morality and a new spirituality in order to
face the moral challenges of the present and
overcome them? THE CAMP OF THE SAINTS is the
most frightening book you will ever read. It is
frightening because it it is utterly believable. The
armada of refugee ships in Raspail's story is exactly
like the one that dumped 150,000 Cubans from
Fidel Castro's prisons and insane asylums on our
shores in 1980 —except this time the armada is from
India, with more than 70timesas large.a population.
And it is only the first armada of many. If any book
will awaken White Americans to the danger they face
from uncontrolled immigration \X\%THE CAMP OF
THE SAINTS. For your copy send $7.00 (which includes $1.00 for shipping) to;
LIBERTY B E L L PUBLICATIONS.Box 21, Reedy.WV 25270 USA Ord.#3014
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LettervS to t h e E d i t o r
DearMrDietz:
'
11 March 1985
I must say I was very impressed with your March issue of the
"Liberty Bell." "The Case Against the Holocaust" and "Monetary Policy" by Dr. Weber contain some of the most useful,
concise, common sense, general purpose, 'pass-it-around' type
material I have seen in a single book form. I fuUy intend to see
my March issue get some good mileage. In addition, and of a
more immediate interest was your accompanying page on the
Samisdat trial in Canada. I noticed both in the Liberty BeU on
p. 17 and in the excerpt several instances where Mr. Zuendel
considered his group as having outmaneuvered the Zionists. I
could not help but remember, along similar lines, a few pages
from Dr. Oliver's fine book, "Americ's Decline", where
Dr. Oliver wrote about first joining the John Birch Society (pp.
153-163). In these pages Dr. Oliver directed his writing to a
little book entitled "The Politician," among other things, "The
Politician," it appears, was a book exposing "Ike" Eisenhower
as something other than a national hero, rather as a genuine
FDR stooge and other assorted repulsive characters, written
by Robert Welch, foimder of the John Birch Society. This
book, it seems, never made it to press when it should have.
According to "America's Decline," Dr. Oliver felt since the
"enemy" had gotten a hold of "The Politician" anyway, and
were causing a general stir about how in this terrible Little book
someone had called Ike a "commie" (providing tremendous,
nation-wide interest), why not use an undergroxmd type press,
i mass produce the book, get it out quickly, let everyone read
and see what happens, maybe people will wake up!!! To quote
tor, Oliver, "the Enemy had provided us with a strategic opportunity that we could never have obtained for ourselves.
Great generals owe victory to the enemy's blunders more often
than to their own most subtle manoeuvres," To sum it up,
Dr.Oliver's idea was not used and the chance was lost.
Perhaps it goes without saying, however I feel most passionately that the parallel between "The Politician" that didn't and
the "Samisdat" that did is this: the opposing side has strategically blundered. If perhaps you follow a similar line of thought,
the opposing team has fumbled the ball. Now it's our turn for a
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chance to make up a lot of lost ground. We can roll over and
die or we can clutch our nevir found opportunity and run Hke
hell. As I've noticed on the inside cover of your back page it
reads, "Our fight is your fight," this, of course, also applies to
the Samisdat trial. I certainly hope that all your readers feel
similarly in regards to Mr. Zuendel's plight.
Respectfully yours,
V.G., Michigan

absolutely true (with one trivial exception) rest of the article.
The "trivial exception" is the author's claim that no revisionist
historians are National Socialists or Fascists. Wrong. Some of us
are. In at least one case the person graduated from Fascism to
National Socialism as his philosophical growth developed.
One last, unrelated matter. Someone at Reedy has a distaste
for the word "rhetorical." Even with St. Paddy's Day so close
this is not really acceptable.
But before the whole value of that excellent article is nullified, do get the author to do a minor rewrite on the lines I have
urged.
Best
Dr. Peter H. Peel

*****
Dear George:
4 March 1985
I am writing to you on a matter I regard as being of the
utmost importance in our presentations to the unenUghtened
and a problem which is continually cropping up which does us
much harm.

^j?

I began to read the unsigned article "The Case Against the
Holocaust" in the March issue of Liberty Bell and was filled
with a growing dehght, admiration and enthusiasm for its clear,
cahn, lucid persuasiveness. This, I thought, is something we have
needed for a long time. It cannot be dismissed as a mere polemic or sophistry. And then, all of a sudden the author got
carried away and made a statement that is simply not true and
is known to be untrue except among the absolutely ignorant.
Please understand, I am wholly in sympathy with the motives
which forced Germany to seek a military solution to the intransigence of the Poles over the matter of the Corridor and
Danzig, and the justice of the German case for revision of
the imposed Diktat of Versailles and subsequent Polish unilateral aggression. But the fact is that (xmless we take seriously the
obvious propaganda ploy of an initial Polish attack) Germany
began the shooting. I think she was justified. But when the
author says "the very war itself was started to prevent German
Danzig from joining the Reich as its German majority desired to
do," the trulii of the last seven words is mixed with the untruth
of the earlier ones. It was started by German action to recover
her rightful territory when aU offers of reasonable compromise
had been rejected by a Poland wickedly encouraged by British
and French backing and, at second hand, by Roosevelt's mischievous war-mongering lust. The author's momentary lapse
from absolute correctness here opens the door to the devastating accusation that the article is thoroughly untrustworthy and
just "neo-Nazi propaganda unworthy of serious consideration,"
And that is a terrible loss hi view of the splendid and, I believe,
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Dear Mr. Dietz:
5 March 1985
Just a note to say I am glad to know you are ahve and well in
West Virginia.
On the "Ray Briem" program on WABC (77) "Talk Radio,"
on Thursday, March 14, 5:20-5:30 AM, a male caller spent well
over a minute supplying "information" on your Computer
Bulletin Board System, including the fact that there is no charge
of $5.00 anymore. If at aU possible, get a hold of the tape and
listen to it carefully. I'd love to know if others heard this.
caller.
Respectfully yours,
R.T., NewYork City
»i* jfj

jji ^
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, Dear George
7 March.,1985
f
Thanks for the speedy delivery of my book order. I must say
l' that Liberty BeU is one of the more quickly responding bookif' sellers in the racialist movement-% I've enclosed a news clipping concerning one of our local
| | liberal-lush churchmen, none other than the archbishop of the
I* Minneapolis-St.Paul archdiocese! This particular individual
\s the usual hberal-left "issues," and he cooperates
, closely with the local ADL. I've included the address and
phone number of the archdiocese as a service to your readers:
Archbishop John Roach, Archdiocese of St.Paul-Minneapolis,
226 Summit Av., St Paul MN 55102.
Best;regards
T.N., Minnesota
^ June 1985
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Dear Liberty BeU:
19 March 1985
Thank you for the prompt delivery of my last order and the
complimentary copy of "Liberty Bell." I was going to get
"America's Dechne" but decided to get a subscription instead. I
truly love Professor Oliver's writing—what a keen and beautiful
mind! I'U be ordering his other book soon.
I really enjoyed Ralph Perier's "Jews Love Christianity"—it
was hilarious in parts.
Thanks again!
Mrs. C.E., Idaho
HeUo, friends:
21 March 1985
Hope this finds you. in good health. Congratulations on
another excellent issue of "Liberty BeU;" the March issue was a
total plus! I do appreciate your including my article "Awakening;" hope to contribute again soon. Dr. Weber's article in reply
to "U.S. News" was good to see; I, too, wrote them a critical
assessment, asking a couple of questions as to the validity of
statements made in the article; the reply (from a bleeding Jew,
no doubt) would have really touched your heart, Mr. Dietz!. . .
Thank you so much, and my best to you and the Mrs., from
Texas!
Sincerely,
R.G., Texas
Dear Mr. Dietz:
24 March 1985
Enclosed you wiU find my check for my subscription renewal.
In the January 85 edition appeared a commentary about the
book "The Anti-Humans" (which I know), and a footnote (page
XIX) cites a book titled "Destroy the Accuser," by Frederick
Seelig. According to the quotation, it must be extremely
interesting. I guess it could be worthy to be translated into
German. For that purpose I should get a copy of it, it might be
a photostatic copy...
I actually planned to write some more about the Ben
Klassen-Ronald Hand controversy, but lack of time does not
permit me to. The outrageous letter of Ben Klassen displeased
me. He shows that he knows quite httie of this world. The
answer by Hand had a much higher level.
WeU, good luck; sincerely
E.S., Argentina
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Dear Mr. Dietz
25 March 1985
I am just writing to you to let you know of our station and
our efforts on behalf of our beleagured race. We are an independent volunteer organization dedicated to bringing the truth
about race and about Jewish media control to as many Americans as possible. We maintain a studio in Providence, Rhode
Island, and a transmitter in the Baltimore, Maryland area. We
transmit on various shortwave frequencies and have received
over 200 letters so far from all over North America from people
who have received our signals. Altough we are not connected
with any other group, we DO mention other worthwhile publications and efforts on the air. We have announced information
about Liberty BeU, Instauration, and National Vanguard on
several of our broadcasts.
NaturaUy, any station that would teU the truth on the
subjects in minority-dominated America would never be licensed by the system, so our operation is of necessity a clandestine
one. We transmit, as closely as is safely possible, according to
the foUowing schedule:
(ON THE FIRST OR THIRD WEEKENDS OF EACH
MONTH)
Saturday: 2 to 3 PM on 7410 khz; 4 to 5 PM on 6240 khz;
80 to 9 PM on 6240 khz. Sunday: 12:30 to 1:30 AM on 7410
khz; 10 to 11 A M on 15040 khz.
Our transmitter is relatively low-powered (2000 watts) but
the use of these carefuUy selected shortv/ave frequencies gives
us good coverage of Eastern North America and often beyond.
We are currently in need of good-quaUty recorded speeches
or other appropriate program material for use on our broadcasts. We can accept records, cassettes, or reel-to-reel tapes. If
you know of any such items being avaUable, please let us know
or put us in touch with the right people.
If you would like to mention us in yoxa magazine, please feel
free to do so! I have enclosed one of our station QSL cards, as a
souvemir.
P.C., Michigan
jji

j}> j{l
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Dear George:
28 March 1985
In reference to "Get America up in Arms" in your March 85
issue: What downright stupid article. Precisely the type of
thinking that makes the National Rifle Association so laughable.
Whatever qualities the U.S. population of 1775 had, it does
no longer have. These qualities have gone, left, are no more.
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America has become a 31/2 million square mile pigsty. The
reason we are not all mongrels yet is that most negroes do not
have 40 doUars in cash, the sum for which most white fathers
would sell their daughters for.
The Russian military budget should be the easiest thing to
figure out: 60 dollars in cash for each man, woman, and child,
and the whole caboodle is theirs. In 1985, an armed American
population is a threat to nobody but themselves.
Regards,

KEEP THE LIBERTY BELL RINGING!
Please remember: Our fight is Your fight! Donate whatever you
can spare on a regular—monthly or quarterly—basis. Whether it is
$2., $5., $20., or $100. or more, rest assured it is needed here and
will be used in our common struggle. If you are a businessman,
postage stamps i n any denomination, are a legitimate business
expense—and we need and use many of these here every month, and
will be gratefully accepted as donations.

J.A., New York State
..Your donations, will help us spread the Message of Liberty and
White Survival throughout the land, by making available additional
copies of our printed material to feUow Whites who do not yet know
1 what is in store for them.

Please help us expose
THE BIGGEST JEWISH LIE!
Please help us spread
THE T R U T H !
Order extra copies of
THE H O A X OF T H E 20th
CENTURY
at these prices:
1/$7.00-3/$18.00-10/$55.00
100/$450.00-1000/$4,000.00

T H E " H O L O C A U S T " - F A C T OR FICTION?
Were six million Jews really gassed—or has a colossal hoax
been perpetrated on the world?
Professor Arthur Butz has carefully' investigated the alleged
extermination of 6,000,000 Jews during World War II and has
written a book which thoroughly documents his startling findings.
His book strips away the cover of fraud and deceit from this
emotion-charged topic and lays bare the full and complete truth.
THE H O A X OF T H E 20th C E N T U R Y , pb., 315 pp
$7.00
Order No. 80122
plus $1.00 for post. 81 handling
ORDER F R O M :
LIBERTY B E L L PUBLICATIONS, Box 21, Reedy WV 25270 USA
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Order our pamphlets, booklets, stickers, and—most importantly—
our reprints which are, ideally suited for mass distribution at
reasonable cost. Order extra copies of Liberty Bell for distribution
to your circle of friends, neighbors and relatives, urging them to
subscribe to our unique publication. Our bulk prices are shown on
the inside front cover of every issue oi Liberty Bell.
Pass along your copy of Liberty Bell, and copies of reprints you
obtained from us, to friends and acquaintances who may be on our
'wave length,' and urge them to contact us for more of the same,
Carry on the fight to free our White people from the shackles of
aUen domination, even if you can only join our ranks in spirit. You
can provide for this by bequest. The following are suggested forms
of beqtests which you may include in your Last Will and Testament:
1. I bequeath to Mr. George P. Dietz, as Trustee for Liberty Bell
PubUcations, P.O. Box 21, Reedy WV 25270 USA,'the sum of
$
for general purposes.
2.1 bequeath to Mr. George P. Dietz, as Trustee for Liberty Bell
PubUcations, P.O. Box 21, Reedy WV 25270 USA, the following
described property
, . for general purposes.
DO YOUR PART TODAY — HELP FREE OUR WHITE
RACE FROM ALIEN DOMINATION!

